
 

LANDOWNER OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES 
WORKSHOP 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, February 28, 2026 
UF/IFAS Taylor County Extension Office 

 
Thank you for joining us to learn about the many opportunities available for 

landowners to protect, enhance, and sustain lands. 
 

Topics today include cost share programs, conservation easements, wildlife 
management, and strategies to protect & conserve agricultural and forest lands.  

 
 

 

  
 
 

 





Agenda 
 

Landowner Opportunities & Resources Workshop 
   Saturday, February 28, 2026 

 
 
 
 8:45 AM    Sign-in, meet & greet, light refreshments 
 
9:00 Welcome and Introductions, Lisa Strange, UF/IFAS Taylor County Agriculture 

& Natural Resources Agent 
 
9:15- 9:25  Chris Demers, Extension Program Manager, UF/IFAS School of Forest, 

Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences  
 
 9:30 -10:00     Joseph Vaughn, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
     Landowner Assistance Program (LAP) 
 
10:05–10:20    TBA, Florida Women Landowners Association (FWLA)  
 
10:25-10:40    Chris Demers, Florida Land Steward Program, Forest Landowner Academy 
 
10:45-11:00 Jared Beauchamp & Zach Butler, County Foresters, Florida Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services Florida Forest Service 
 
11:05- 11:20    Tyler MacMillian, Conservation Program Liaison, Tall Timbers  
   
11:25-11:40    Alton Goff, Soil & Water Conservation District  
 
11:45- 12:00      Lisa Strange, Pollinator Habitats / Pollinator Census 
 
12:05- 12:30      Questions / Evaluation / Door prize / Closing 
 
 
 
 
Additional Resource: 
 
Citrus Research & Field Trial Foundation, Inc. (CRAFT) 
Email Steven Hall, Executive Director Steven@craftfdn.org to be added to email list and receive 
program announcements.  

Website: https://craftfdn.org/     (863) 682-1115 - Office 

mailto:Steven@craftfdn.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcraftfdn.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clstrange%40ufl.edu%7Cab5e261c56d84923629908de417d8306%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C639020204675247539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e%2Bo5Fq0rq64OQeh5To3UbwF02pjyQCAnUzuUVwWxoHM%3D&reserved=0




Assistance and Recognition Programs for Landowners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Private lands play a critically 
important role in the fate of Florida’s 
vast wildlife resources. The efforts of 
private landowners to manage their 
land to benefit wildlife by providing 
food, water, shelter, and space will 
help ensure that future generations 
have the opportunity to experience 
and enjoy wildlife as much as, or even 
more than, we do today. To show 
appreciation for the accomplishments 
by landowners to conserve our state’s 
wildlife, FWC’s Landowner Assistance 
Program (LAP) created the Wildlife 
Habitat Recognition Program. This 
program honors landowners who 
have satisfactorily completed habitat 
management practices that benefit 
wildlife and/or their habitat by 
awarding them with a sign to display 
on their property and a certificate 
recognizing their habitat restoration 
efforts. For more information, contact 
your FWC LAP biologist (on contact 
page) or see http://www.myfwc.com/ 
conservation/special-initiatives/lap/   
 

 
The Forest Stewardship Program, 
developed by state forestry agencies, 
like the Florida Forest Service, 
provides educational and technical 
assistance for private landowners. 
Forestry and natural resource 
professionals cooperate to help 
private forest landowners develop 
and implement a plan designed to 
increase the economic value of their 
forestland while maintaining its 
wildlife habitat value and 
environmental integrity for future 
generations. Landowners who 
demonstrate good forest stewardship 
are recognized with a Stewardship 
Forest sign. For more information 
contact your FL Forest Service County 
Forester (on contact page) or see 
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-
Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-
for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-
Program  

 
The American Tree Farm System 
(ATFS) Standards of Sustainability 
guide and ensure that forest benefits are 
enhanced and available for future 
generations. Landowners can enroll and 
be certified in the ATFS to improve 
access to sustainable forest product 
markets and educational opportunities. 
The Florida Tree Farm Program is a 
nonprofit organization and state affiliate 
of the ATFS that promotes sustainable 
forest management and educational 
outreach to private forest landowners. 
For more information, contact your FL 
Forest Service County Forester, FWC LAP 
biologist (on contact page), or your 
consultant, or see 
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/florida  

 



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN LEARNING TOGETHER 

WOMEN SUPPORT EACH OTHER 

 
 
 
 
Our goal is to provide opportunities for 
collaboration and education for all 
generations of women landowners in 
Florida. We share land stewardship 
resources through in-person events and 
virtual networking related to land 
ownership including farms, ranches, 
forests, recreation, and wildlife. 

 
Whether you have l acre or 1,000 - we are 
here for you. 

LANDOWNERS 
ASSOCIATION 

EST.2022 

 
LANDOWNER INITIATIVES 

• Conservation 
• Agriculture 
• Forestry 
• Wildlife 
• Water quality 
• Financial! Sustainability 
• Alternative income streams 

     
    Contact us at Info@FWLA.net 
 
                                      Visit us on our Website 
                                             https://fwla.net/ 
  



SILVICULTURE BMP COURTESY CHECKS 

Silviculture BMP courtesy checks are available to give landowners, land managers, and loggers a “report 
card” on Silviculture BMP implementation for recent or ongoing forestry operations. This helps with 
future management planning as well as evaluating the performance of contractors on your property.  

ADDITIONAL SERVICES  

For information on the services listed above or any other services provided by the Florida Forest 
Service’s Hydrology Section please visit www.fdacs.gov/bmps or contact: 

     Robin Holland 
     BMP Program Manager 
     Florida Forest Service  
     (352) 732-1781 
     Robin.Holland@FDACS.gov    

  

SILVICULTURE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs) 
 

Silviculture BMPs are the minimum standards necessary to protect our state’s waterbodies and 
wetlands from the degradation and sedimentation that can sometimes occur because of erosion during 
and immediately following recent forestry operations. Silviculture BMPs should be applied on all 
bonafide ongoing forestry operations, especially those adjacent to waterbodies and wetlands, and may 
be enforced by federal, state, and local authorities through reference of regulatory statute or rule. 

SILVICULTURE BMP SITE ASSESSMENTS 

On-the-ground Silviculture BMP site assessments are available to discuss which Silviculture BMPs will 
apply to planned operations on a specific site. This helps with harvest plan development, road layout, 
mitigation of existing problem areas, etc.  

SILVICULTURE BMP NOTICE OF INTENT 

The Silviculture BMP Notice of Intent (Rule 5I-6 F.A.C.) is a one-time pledge that a landowner signs to 
indicate his or her intention to follow Silviculture BMPs on their property. Once a landowner has signed 
the Notice of Intent, he or she will become eligible to receive a presumption of compliance with state 
water quality standards during future bonafide ongoing forestry operations.  This is very important if 
the landowner’s property falls within an area covered by a Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Basin Management Action Plan for impaired waters. 

Florida Forest Service 

Silviculture Best Management Practices 
 



Forestr y  
Wildlife Best Management Practices  

for State Imperiled Species  

• Forestry Wildlife Best Management Practices for State Imperiled Species (WBMPs) were 
adopted into Florida Administrative Code (Rule 5I-8) on October 21, 2014. 

• WBMPs were developed through a partnership between the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Florida Forest Service and the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). 

• WBMPs are voluntary practices designed as a practical approach for avoiding and 
minimizing the loss of State Imperiled Species due to silviculture operations. 

• WBMP practices address the 16 State Imperiled Species which are considered to be 
potentially vulnerable to silviculture operations including ten aquatic species, two 
burrowing animals, and four nesting birds. 

• WBMPs are designed to supplement the existing water quality-based Silviculture BMPs 
which already provide many valuable benefits to the conservation and management of 
fish and wildlife in Florida. 

• Landowners and other forestry resource professionals can enroll in the voluntary 
program by completing a WBMP Notice of Intent. Those who do not wish to enroll will 
continue to be subject to all current laws and regulations regarding State Imperiled 
Species. 

• Once enrolled, applicants who properly implement WBMPs will no longer be required 
to obtain a permit authorizing the incidental take of State Imperiled Species during 
bonafide ongoing forestry operations. In addition, they will not be subject to any fines or 
penalties associated with an incidental take of the State Imperiled Species covered by the 
WBMP Manual. 

• WBMPs are not designed to facilitate wildlife habitat restoration or species recovery and 
expansion.  Also, they do not address any Federally Listed Species. For information on 
Federally Listed Species, refer to FWC’s online “Florida Wildlife Conservation Guide.” 

• For more information or to request a copy of the Forestry WBMP Manual and Notice of 
Intent contact: 

 Robin Holland 
 BMP Program Manager 
 Florida Forest Service  
 (352) 732-1781 
 Robin.Holland@FDACS.gov    
 www.fdacs.gov/bmps     











United States
Department of
Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service

Get Started with NRCS
Do you farm or ranch and want to make improvements to the land that you own or lease? 
Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and financial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.

To get started with NRCS,  
we recommend you stop by 
your local NRCS field office. 

We’ll discuss your vision for your land. 

NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or 
advice, for their land. Common technical assistance includes: 
resource assessment, practice design and resource monitoring. 
Your conservation planner will help you determine if financial 
assistance is right for you. 

We’ll walk you through the  
application process. To get 
started on applying for  

financial assistance, we’ll work with you:

•	 To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation 
plan is in place before lands with highly erodible soils 
are farmed. It also ensures that identified wetland areas 
are protected.

•	 To meet other eligibility certifications.
 
Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application,  
or CPA 1200.

Applications for most programs are accepted on a continuous 
basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking 
periods. Be sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist 
about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn 
in your application in time.

As part of the application 
process, we’ll check to see if 
you are eligible.  

To do this, you’ll need to bring:

•	 An official tax ID (Social Security number or an  
employer ID)

•	 A property deed or lease agreement to show you  
have control of the property; and

•	 A farm tract number.

If you don’t have a farm tract number, you can get one from 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA office 
is located in the same building as the local NRCS office. You 
only need a farm tract number if you’re interested in financial 
assistance.

NRCS will take a look at the 
applications and rank them 
according to local resource  

concerns, the amount of conservation benefits the work will 
provide and the needs of applicants.

If you’re selected, you can choose 
whether to sign the contract for 
the work to be done. 

Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and spec-
ifications for completing the practice or practices, and then you 
will have a specified amount of time to implement. Once the work 
is implemented and inspected, you’ll be paid the rate of compen-
sation for the work if it meets NRCS standards and specifications.

To find out more, go to:  www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



 

 

FSA DOCUMENTS NEEDED FOR CUSTOMERS APPLYING FOR  
NRCS PROGRAMS 

If you have not worked with the USDA before you will need to make an appointment with the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) at your local USDA Service Center. To find your local office, visit 
www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator. 
 

What to bring with you 
Bring the following documentation: 

• Proof of your control of the land you wish to enroll by providing a lease or a copy of the 
deed to the property.   

• Parcel ID number from the County Property Appraiser site for locating the farm.  
• Provide your Social Security or Employer Identification Number and contact 

information. 
• For entities, partnerships, or joint operations you will need to provide information 

documenting those individuals with authority to represent the business. 
 

What you will need to complete for the Farm Service Agency 
 

• AD-2047 For Individuals and Entities – Form is required for all members of the entity.  
 

• CCC-941 - Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) – Form is required for entity and all members of the 
entity. 

• CCC-901 and CCC- 902 - Members’ Information for entities and joint operations.  
 
• AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 

Certification – Form is required for all individuals, LLC and all its members, corporations and 
all its members with more than 20% shares.  

 
It takes time for the paperwork to be processed and additional information may be needed. 
Please start this process early in order to insure you are eligible prior to any program sign-up 
cut-off dates.  If you apply for a USDA program and the system does not show you or your 
entity as eligible, your application will not be processed or funded. 

 

http://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
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• Planting Southern Pines in Florida 

• Benefits of Prescribed Fire 

• Assessment and Management of Hurricane Damaged Timberland 

• Florida’s Forest Stewardship Program: An Opportunity to Manage Your Land for Now and the 
Future 

• Forest Resource Information on the Internet: Connecting to Today's Online Resources 

• Genetically Improved Pines for Reforesting Florida's Timberlands 

• Improving, Restoring, and Managing Natural Resources on Rural Properties in Florida: Sources of 
Financial Assistance 

• Improving, Restoring, and Managing Wildlife Habitat in Florida: Sources of Technical Assistance for 
Rural Landowners 

• Longleaf Pine Regeneration 

• Marking First Thinnings in Pine Plantations: Potential for Increased Economic Returns 

• Opportunities for Uneven-Aged Management in Second Growth Longleaf Pine Stands in Florida 

• The Optimal Forest Management of an Even-Aged Stand: The Biological Rotation versus the Land 
Expectation Value 

• Ownership Succession: Plan Now for the Future of Your Land 

• Prepare Your Forest Property for Hurricane Season 

• Selecting a Consulting Forester 

• Steps to Marketing Timber 

• Stewardship Ecosystem Services Study Series: Assessing Forest Water Yield and Regulation 
Ecosystem Services in the Lower Suwannee River Watershed, Florida 

• Thinning Southern Pines—A Key to Greater Returns 

• What if prescribed fire is not an option? An overview of alternative vegetation and fuel 
management treatments 

• What Is in a Natural Resource Management Plan? 

• What to Expect in a Forest Inventory 

 

UF/IFAS Stewardship Publications 

See https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ to access these and 
many more UF/IFAS Extension publications.  

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR169
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR154
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR355
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR355
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR149
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR297
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW277
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR238
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR237
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR182
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR156
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR156
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW218
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW218
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR064
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR036
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR236
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR132
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR274
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR030
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR243
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR125
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR130
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW318
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW319
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fr381
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fr381
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR159
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW374
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW376
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/AE282
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR053
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR126
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR131










http://www.treefarmsystem.org/florida
http://www.floridafarmbureau.org/
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