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ProForest Update

By Dr. Tyler Carney

ProForest g

Proactive Forest Health and Resilience

ProForest, Proactive Forest Health and
Resilience, is a multi-institutional and
cross-discipline collaborative network of
forestry professionals across the South-
east. ProForest is based out of the Univer-
sity of Florida School of Forest, Fisheries,
and Geomatics Sciences and supports
collaborative research, education, and
extension efforts in forest health and re-
silience. ProForest members engage in a
vast range of research and other activities
including invasive species prevention,
detection, and management, pathogen
spread and management, tree resistance,
remote sensing, and communication
with stakeholders, policymakers, and the
public. We are taking this opportunity

to share some of our latest efforts with
the Florida Land Steward newsletter
readership.

Disease Resistance of Loblolly Pine

Understanding the resistance of loblolly
pine to fusiform rust is one research area
of our ProForest members. One of our
ongoing projects is to study the disease
severity in a one-of-a-kind loblolly pine
population at a University of Florida field
site in Gainesville, FL. This population is
unique in that it mirrors the genetic di-
versity in loblolly pine across its geo-
graphic range. The trees in this study
were obtained from rooted cuttings gen-
erated from seed collected in non-com-
mercial lands, so they are considered
wild or “unimproved” compared to the
genetically improved pines currently
planted commercially. Improved variet-
ies have undergone up to three rounds of
selection, including screenings for rust
tolerance. The wild population in this
study is more fully “exposed” to the
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pathogens occurring in this region,
which will reflect how susceptible each
tree is to the local rust pathogen load. We
now have a large amount of genetic infor-
mation on each of these trees, including
over 70,000 DNA markers that will help
detect potential genes associated with
rust resistance.

Spores from trees infected with fusiform rust
disease will be used to develop new tools for
breeding disease resistance in loblolly pine.
Photo by Dr. Tania Quesada.

Continued on next page



ProForest Update...continued from previous page

ProForest member, Dr. Tania Quesada
and PhD Candidate, Makayla Rutski, col-
lected rust spores from galls of infected
trees. They will obtain the genome
sequences of these spores to determine
what the environmental variability is,
whether there are particular dominant
fungal strains in this population, or
whether there are trees resistant to some
strains but not to others. This will help
develop tools for more efficient breeding
for disease-resistant loblolly pines, and to
understand whether pines from a given
origin have a different susceptibility to
the local North Florida variants of rust.

Forest Health Graduate Certificate

With many threats facing forests, ProFor-
est developed a graduate certificate in
forest health and resilience that can be
completed fully online. This certificate
began in 2019 and has supported both
working professionals and traditional
graduate students. ProForest anticipates
offering new and updated electives into
the certificate plan this year. ProForest

is also excited to announce the new
undergraduate certificate in forest health
management which launched in April
2025. There are few institutions that offer
any credentials in forest health related
topics, and the University of Florida now
offers two!

ProForest Podcast

Last year,
ProForest
piloted a new
podcast, the
ProForest
PodForest,
hosted by
ProForest
coordinator
Dr. Tyler
Carney. This
podcast is geared towards private land-
owners and natural resource profession-
als but is accessible to anyone. Episodes
are casual, informal conversations with
professionals on topics related to forest
health and have been well-received by
the target audiences. The PodForest can
be found on Spotify and Apple Podcasts,
but you can also search for it by name on
your preferred search engine. Episodes
are typically released every other
Wednesday.

Southeast Silvicultural Library

ProForest is assisting in the development
of the Southeast Silvicultural Library
which aims to be a repository of forest
management case studies and forest
manipulation experiments. There are
several silvicultural libraries focusing

Florida Tree Farm Program Update

By Ginger Feagle, Florida Tree Farm Program, President

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Regional Coordinator - Landowner Assistance Program

Each year, Florida Tree Farm Inspectors
(county foresters, private consultants,
industry professionals, and biologists)
work with landowners to bring new
properties into the Program. Inspectors
also visit a required subset of current
Tree Farms to verify their active certifi-
cation and assure continued validity of
Florida’s Program. Since a forest manage-
ment plan is adaptive, it is important

for the Program to follow up with this
recertification every 5 years to document
current land conditions and activities.
Routinely, the state Program is assessed
every 3-4 years to accredit the ability

to provide third-party certification to
Florida’s private landowners under the
American Tree Farm System (ATFS®)
certificate.
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on different regions in the country, such
as the Northeast Silviculture Library

and Great Lakes Silviculture Library, but
this will be the first library to cover the
Southeast United States. ProForest hopes
to publish the library in the Summer of
2025. This new resource will be acces-
sible by anyone - landowners, managers,
scientists, practitioners, and extension
agents. Please feel free to reach out to us

at sesl@ifas.ufl.edu with any questions.

New Forest Health Module Coming to
the Online Forest Landowner Academy

For those enrolled in, or considering en-
rollment in the online Forest Landowner
Academy, ProForest is also developing

a module on forest health management.
This new module will launch later this
year. The Forest Landowner Academy

is available at ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.
instructure.com/courses/for-fla.

You can find ProForest online at
proforesthealth.org, as well as on
Facebook, Instagram, and X. Any ques-
tions can be emailed to Dr. Tyler Carney
at tcarney96@ufl.edu.

Let’s Take Action Together

We have identified that over half the
management plans in Florida are ready
for updating and need recertification.

If your management plan has not been
updated in five years your Tree Farm
certification may not be current, and
your status may have been changed to
“pioneer” or “decertified” status due to
having an outdated plan on record. If

it’s been five years or more since your
management plan has been prepared or
updated, contact your forester or natural
resource professional to review and up-
date your plan. This will always benefit
you and reaching out is the easiest step to
remain certified.

Continued on next page
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Florida Tree Farm Program Update...continued from previous page

“Yes, we know we are certified by
Tree Farm, and proudly display

our sign. It means that we want to
preserve our forest while meeting
silvo/agricultural goals. Tree Farm
provides information and links to
other Tree Farmers as well as local,
state, and federal programs, best
practices information, and education
access.” - Dan Bartlett, Tree Farmer

The answers to these questions will help
you determine the course of conversation
with your forester or natural resource
professional when you reach out:
» Do you know if your property is
certified in the ATFS®?

* Do you display a Tree Farm sign on
your property?

 Are you a Tree Farm but don’t have
a sign?

* Do you know who your inspector is?

» Have you been recertified in the past
5years?

Take time to update your plan. When you
use the Florida Land Steward Partnership
resources and reach out to the Florida
Tree Farm Program, you join other
like-minded landowners and connect
with professionals who will guide you

in your land stewardship endeavors.
Contact your Tree Farm Inspector and
discuss your management plan today.

Get Ready for Hurricane Season!

By Chris Demers, UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences

Hurricane season is approaching, begin-
ning June 1 and continuing through No-
vember 30. As we have learned in recent
years, powerful hurricanes can make
their way inland and do considerable
damage to forest lands and agricultural
enterprises. It’s never too early to start
planning for a hurricane that could nega-
tively impact your forest land. While
there is no way to fully prepare in ad-
vance for a direct hit from a Category 4
or 5 hurricane, there are some strategies
to make your property resilient and steps
you can take to recover from a storm
more quickly. Get the latest tips to “Pre-
pare Your Forest Property for Hurricane
Season” at edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR436.

Learn more about the Florida Tree
Farm Program and find your Florida
Tree Farm Program contact by visiting
www.treefarmsystem.org/florida,
contacting your Florida Forest
Service County Forester, www.fdacs.
gov/Forest-Wildfire/Our-Forests/
Field-Operations/County-Foresters
or email the Florida Tree Farm
Program President, Ginger Feagle at
Ginger.Feagle@MyFWC.com.

Use proven strategies to make your property more resilient, receive timely assistance, and recover

from a storm more quickly. Photo by Chris Demers.

New Online wild Turkey Manager course Announced
By Charlotte Nowak, UF/IFAS Dept. of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation

Our team at the UF Game Lab, along
with many collaborators, have recently
developed an online turkey management
course titled Wild Turkey Manager:
Advanced Habitat. This SAF CFE-
credited course is designed to provide
information on habitat and population
management of turkeys to private
landowners and practitioners. Course
modules will include field management,
forest management, grassland manage-
ment, forest stand improvement, food
plots, cost-share programs, population
monitoring, population dynamics,

NEW ONLINE COURSE!

WILD TURKEY
MANAGEMENT

disease management, predator manage-
ment, and case studies of management
success. The course is in its final stage of
beta testing and will be launching to the
public soon. Pre-enrollment is available
now at tinyurl.com/WildTurkeyManager.

For more information contact
Dr. Marcus Lashley
(marcus.lashley@ufl.edu); Dr. Carolina

Baruzzi (carolina.baruzzi@ufl.edu); or
Charlotte Nowak (c.nowak@ufl.edu)
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American Forest Foundation Fields & Forests Program Now Available

in Florida

Do you have open fields that have been
unforested for ten years and interest in
planting trees on them? Fields & Forests
works with landowners in Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina

to diversify the income from their land
by planting trees on open fields. This

low-maintenance opportunity provides

landowners with guaranteed annual
income, professional forestry support,
full coverage of site preparation and
planting costs, and the profits from
timber harvests.

Contracts include a payment of
$30 per acre per year and are

Enroll in the Online Forest Landowner Academy

- v

FOREST
LANDOWNER
ACADEMY

Are you new to forestry and land man-
agement? Have you recently purchased
or inherited land and wondering what to
do next? Hard to fit travel for tours and
workshops in your busy schedule? Need
a course in a self-paced format that you

i

can take on your own time? The Forest
Landowner Academy is for you!

Seven course modules cover a variety

of topics on understanding your forest
resources, developing your management
plan, timber management, marketing
forest products, other forest enterprises
such as pine straw and hunting leases,
wildlife management, and planning for
the future.

The course is self-paced. Each module
includes pre-recorded content from the
field or virtual classroom, supplemental

30 years in duration. See the

American Forest Foundation’s

Fields & Forests Program web site at
familyforestcarbon.org/fieldsandforests
for details. Questions about Fields &
Forests can be directed to (229) 231-3818 or
fieldsandforests@forestfoundation.org.

reading material, and an assessment
where you can apply what you've learned
to your land or situation. The cost of
the course is $150 and those completing
the course will earn a University of
Florida Certificate. For more information
and to enroll in the Forest Landowner
Academy visit the course page at
ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.instructure.com/

courses/for-fla

For more information, contact

Chris Demers at cdemers@ufl.edu,
(352) 846-2375 or Dr. Michael Andreu at
mandreu@ufl.edu.

2025 Florida Farm Bill Enhances Emergency Preparedness and
Support for the Agricultural community

In February, Florida Agriculture Com-
missioner, Wilton Simpson, announced
legislation to support Florida agriculture
and Florida’s farmers, ranchers, and
growers, increase emergency prepared-
ness, support FFA and 4-H programs,
expand consumer protections and
transparency across several regulated
industries, and more.

Among other provisions, the legislation
supports a reliable and available fuel
supply during emergencies through

a retail fuel registration program,
establishes a grant program for fiscally
constrained counties and areas along
evacuation routes to purchase generator
power switches for fuel stations, returns
the decision for solar farms on agricul-
tural land to local government, clarifies
tax structure to incentivize dual use of
solar farms with working agriculture,
and protects 4-H and FFA programs in
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local schools from local governments’
zoning laws by ensuring local programs
can have agriculture facilities on school

property.

See the latest Florida Dept. of
Agriculture and Consumer Services

release at www.fdacs.gov/News-Events/
Press-Releases/2025-Press-Releases/
Commissioner-Wilton-Simpson-Ap-
plauds-Florida-Legislature-for-Passing-
Historic-Florida-Farm-Bill-Highlights-
Key-Consumer-and-Constitutional-Pro-
tect for more about the Florida

Farm Bill.
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New University of Florida Invasive Species Survey Group: Using Citizen
Science to Help Land Management

By Christian Wanamaker, UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences

Introducing a new citizen science
program hosted by the UF SFFGS and the
UF Invasive Species Council, the UF Inva-
sive Species Survey Group. This
all-volunteer group is trained to assist
land managers by scouting for and map-
ping invasive plants on managed proper-
ties across north Florida and the panhan-
dle. The goal of the Survey Group is to
improve invasive species management at
aregional level by assisting land manag-
ers who are actively managing or are in-
terested in actively managing invasive
plants on their properties. We are happy
to work on both public and private lands
in the project area. To request a free sur-
vey or learn more, visit our website at
invasivespecies.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/
invasive-species-survey-group/ or
contact the program coordinator at
ISCVolunteerCoordinator@ufl.edu.

Don't miss out on news and events!

A LOT happens between quarterly issues of this newsletter!

Sign up for the regular Florida Land Steward email updates so you don’t miss out on
assistance and educational opportunities. Send an email to cdemers@ufl.edu to be added to
the listserv. Email updates are sent once a week or every other week and include the latest
calendar of workshops, tours, webinars, and other events; a link to the current issue of this
quarterly newsletter; updates on cost-share and other assistance programs, opportunities,
and resources; and other stewardship related news and information.

All the latest news and events are online at the new UF/IFAS Florida Land Steward Program
web site: programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward.

assssssssssssssssssssss——————  FLORIDA LAND STEWARD - SPRING/SUMMER 2025
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TIMBER PRICE UPDATE
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The timber price information below is useful for observing trends over time, but does not reflect current
conditions at a particular location. Landowners considering a timber sale are advised to solicit the services of a
consulting forester to obtain current local market conditions.

Average stumpage prices for the three major products in Florida, as reported in the 1t Quarter 2025 Timber
Mart-South report were:

Florida Stumpage Prices

Pine pulpwood: $14/ton, same as 4" Qtr. 2024
Pine C-N-S: $22/ton, 1 slightly

Pine sawtimber: $27/ton, 1 slightly

Trend Reponrt

While average stumpage price trends were overall steady in Florida, timber markets were generally down for
most products across the Southern region. Market indicators for structural wood products declined somewhat
this quarter while conditions improved somewhat for pulp producers. Marketing challenges persist for timber
producers in many areas of the state. We are always on the lookout for available financial assistance and new
market opportunities that can help cut costs and perhaps provide new sources of revenue. There are some in
this newsletter and our regular Florida Land Steward email updates are a good way to stay current on the latest
information and opportunities. Drop a line to cdemers@ufl.edu to subscribe. This is a free service.

Average Pine Stumpage Prices for Florida ($/Ton)
15t Qtr 2015 through 15t Qtr 2025
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Year (beginning first quarter 2014)

Timber Mart-South is compiled and produced at the Center for Forest Business, Warnell School of Forest Resources,
University of Georgia, under contract with the Frank W. Norris Foundation, a non-profit corporation serving the forest
products industry. See www.tmart-south.com for information on subscriptions.
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CONGRATULATIONS
CERTIFIED LANDOWNERS

More information about These landowners have achieved certification in the Tree Farm, Forest Stewardship, and/or Wildlife

certification in these Habitat Recognition Programs and demonstrate excellent stewardship of their land resources.
programs is available at:

www.fdacs.gov/
Forest-Wildfire/
For-Landowners/

Programs-for-
Landowners/Forest-

Stewardship-Program

www.treefarmsystem.

org/florida

myfwc.com/lap

Barb and Burt Fairchild, Hamilton County Donald Cook, Columbia County

Michael and Amanda Hedrick, Kevin Jackson, Escambia County
Columbia County

Danny Wilcox, Walton County
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Upcoming Events

Date Event, Location, Contact

May 13 2025 UF/IFAS Stone Fruit Field Day, Citra. 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. ET at UF/IFAS Plant Science Research and Education Unit (PSREU), 2556 West Hwy
318, Citra, FL 32113. Join us to learn about stone fruit cultivation, meet industry experts, participate in hands-on activities, and enjoy delicious
stone fruit samples. See https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-uf-stone-fruit-field-day-tickets-1254934596159 for details and registration.

May 17 Crones’ Cradle Conserve Foundation Tour. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. ET at Crones’ Cradle Conserve, 6411 Northeast 217th Place, Citra, FL 32113.
Join the Florida Women Landowners Association as we discover how to preserve your land and enjoy it too. Spend the day touring around a
working organic farm, ecological preserve, and retreat center that combines farming, community, and conservation. Topics will include native
plant nurseries, sustainable organic farming, longleaf pine restoration, carbon sequestration, and learning about their five different ecosys-
tems. Details and registration are at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crones-cradle-conserve-tour-tickets-1342778309069. For more information contact
FWLA.contact@gmail.com.

May 20 Washington County Integrated Crop Livestock Systems Farm Tour. 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. CT at UF/IFAS Extension Washington County, 1424
Jackson Avenue, Chipley, FL 32428. There has been much research showing the long-term benefits of Integrated Crop Livestock Systems (ICLS).
This farm tour will highlight three operations utilizing some form of ICLS.

Details and registration at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/icls-farm-tour-washington-county-tickets-1331007853319.

May 29 Pine Bark Beetle Response to Hurricane Damage in Florida. 9:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. ET at UF/IFAS Extension Hamilton County Office, 1143 US
Hwy 41 NW, Jasper, FL 32052. Private landowners and the general public are invited to learn about potential impacts from pine bark beetles after a
hurricane. Contact Greg Staten at (386) 792-1269, gregory.staten@fdacs.gov to register. Please call or email by Tuesday, May 27, if you plan to attend.

June 3-5 Corridor Connect Summit, Orlando. Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort. The Corridor Connect Summit will bring together leaders from the
business and conservation community to look for solutions and identify ways to help balance Florida’s growth while protecting the Florida Wildlife
Corridor. Come together for three days filled with inspiring mainstage speakers, dynamic workshops, collaborative solution-building, and engaging
conservations with the dedicated individuals who are working from the ground up to connect, protect, and restore Florida’s most at-risk resource.
See https://corridorconnect.org/page/summit-2025 to learn more and request an invitation.

June 6 Perennial Peanut Field Day 2025, Jackson County. 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. CT at UF/IFAS Extension Jackson County, 2741 Penn Avenue, Marianna,
FL 32448. This year’s tour will feature SCC Quarter Horses, a performance horse farm that produces perennial peanut hay as a primary source of
nutrition for their herd. A series of presentations will follow the tour.

See https://mwdistrict.ifas.ufl.edu/phag/2025/04/25/2025-perennial-peanut-field-day-june-6/ for details and registration.

More events, webinars, webinar recordings, news, and information can be found at programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward

The Florida Land Steward Newsletter is joint project of the UF/IFAS Extension, Florida Forest Service, Florida Fish & Wildlife
Conservation Commission, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Florida Tree Farm Program:

Chris Demers (editor) Dr. Michael Andreu (co-editor) Will Liner (co-editor)
UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and Florida Forest Service
Geomatics Sciences Geomatics Sciences (850) 545-6194 » William.Liner@FDACS.gov
(352) 846-2375 » cdemers@ufl.edu (352) 846-0355 » mandreu@ufl.edu .
John Nash (co-editor)
Chad Allison (co-editor) Tony Grossman (co-editor) Florida Tree Farmer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission osceolapines@gmail.com

(352) 749-2447 « chad_allison@fws.gov (850) 410-5268 » Anthony.Grossman@myfwc.com
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