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There have been concerns across Europe
Certified Landowners 7 for many years about deforestation,

primarily in the tropics. These concerns
fueled the rise of forest certification
programs through the 1990s and early
2000s. A movement to know more about
the source of imported wood and agricul-
tural products has resulted in regulations
designed to provide that information and
restrict products from countries at higher
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European Union Deforestation Regulation:
Wwhat Landowners Need to Know

By Dr. Tamara Cushing, UF/IFAS Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences

risk of deforestation. The EUDR replaces
the European Union Timber Regulation
which focused on illegal logging and was
in place from 2013 until the EUDR went
in force in 2023.

The European Commission developed
the EUDR to regulate specific products
(wood, rubber, palm oil, soy, beef, coffee,
and cacao) deemed to contribute to
global deforestation and degradation of
forests. The EUDR specifies two areas of
concern: deforestation and degradation.

How do they define deforestation and
degradation?

Deforestation is defined by EUDR as

the conversion of forests to agriculture.
Conversion to other uses (development,
etc.) is not considered deforestation. The
EUDR defines degradation as changing
the forest type from natural stands to
plantations. There are some exceptions
to the degradation rule related to ecosys-
tem restoration and the degree to which
a forest resembles a natural forest at

Continued on next page
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maturity. It is hard to determine whether
specific situations will meet the defini-
tion or not and will likely be something
mills decide based on their interpretation
and risk tolerance.

How does it work?

Wood-consuming mills that ship to the
EU will be required to comply with EUDR
under penalty of severe fines. Since most
mills source their raw material (trees,
logs) from a variety of landowners, these
mills must document that the forests that
supply their facility comply with EUDR.

Wood products entering the EU cannot
come from forests being converted to
agricultural use (deforestation) or being
degraded by changing forest type. As
such, mills which produce products
typically exported to Europe, or produce
by-products (chips, sawdust, etc.) that
are sold to paper mills which produce
products for Europe, will require docu-
mentation of where their wood is coming
from, and the intent of the landowner
after harvest.

What does this mean for landowners?

For thinning, landowners will not be
significantly affected. If you are clearcut-
ting a plantation with the intention of
replanting, you should also see minimal
impact. The two cases where landowners

will likely see impacts are when clear-
ing forest (any type) to convert to other
agricultural uses (row-crops, cattle, etc.),
or when clearcutting a stand of naturally-
regenerated timber with the intention of
planting trees to reforest it. Both of these
practices violate the EUDR. It is possible
you won't be able to sell your wood at

all under these circumstances, but it’s
more likely that your wood will simply be
worth less, as it will not be attractive to
mills which export to Europe, but still of
value to mills which serve other markets.

If my forest is certified, does this impact
my operation?

While forest certification does have stan-
dards that seem to line up with parts of
the EUDR, currently there is no exception
for forests that are already certified (with
chain of custody). The Forest Steward-
ship Council (FSC), Sustainable Forestry
Initiative (SFI) and American Tree Farm
System (through the Programme for
Endorsement of Forest Certification)

are all working to align their standards
with EUDR and provide solutions for
compliance.

The bottom line

This is an evolving issue and there are
many parts of the regulation that are not
clearly defined at this time. Enforcement

of the regulation has been delayed until
December 2025 but there is a proposal

to delay another year due to technol-

ogy complications at the EU level. This
fall, many U.S. mills were preparing to
comply, and it is uncertain how another
delay would affect the approach from the
mill side. Different mills have different
standards of documentation, and the
European Union is still debating some
key principles and requirements. Land-
owners should be prepared to respond to
questions about their plans post-harvest.
It is likely that it will take several years,
and several legal findings, to fully
unravel the impacts of EUDR. There is
also the possibility that this issue will be
settled within trade deals between the
U.S. and the E.U. Bottom line, there is a
lot we just don’t know at this point (late
2025). I expect we will see the proposal
passed to delay enforcement another
year but there is also the possibility of
changes to requirements. For now, we
just need to wait and see what changes
will come. Stay tuned...

Dr. Tamara Cushing is forest business
extension specialist at the UF/IFAS
School of Forest, Fisheries, and
Geomatics Sciences. She can be

reached at tcushing@ufl.edu.

Florida Association of consulting Foresters consultant
corner: Longleaf Pine: Rising from the Ashes

By David S. Lewis, Association of Consulting Foresters, Southern Forestry Consultants, Inc.

Longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) has been
making a big comeback over the last
couple decades. It is estimated that
longleaf once covered 90 million acres, or
about a 140,000 square mile area, of the
Coastal Plain from southeastern Virginia
to east Texas. By 1920, most of the virgin
stand of longleaf had been cut, and by
1996 logging and agricultural conver-
sion had reduced the area occupied by
longleaf to about three million acres.
The mighty longleaf pine, once king of
the southern forest had been reduced to
an afterthought by the forest industry,
replaced by loblolly pine and slash pine
in the forester’s tool kit.
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The reasons for the decline and neglect of
longleaf pine were around several issues:
« difficulty in getting good survival
from longleaf pine regeneration;
« the species’ reputation as a slow grow-
ing species;
« lack of research and knowledge
about longleaf pine regeneration and
management; and
« the tendency of longleaf to remain in
the “grass stage” for several years.

Due to extensive research and advances
in our understanding of the biology
and management of this species over
the last couple decades or so, many of

these challenges have been overcome,
and longleaf is becoming the preferred
species by many private landowners and
managers of public lands.

Understanding longleaf regeneration

As foresters, we have made great strides
in achieving good survival rates and in
increasing growth rates for longleaf pine.
These gains have been made primar-

ily by the use of herbicides to reduce
herbaceous competition and through

the planting of containerized seedlings.
Nurseries throughout the South now
know how to produce consistent, high

Continued on next page
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quality containerized seedlings, and land
managers have learned how to success-
fully plant them. Through the efforts

of the Longleaf Alliance, Universities,
and others, research on the biology

and management of longleaf pine has
increased significantly. See the UF/IFAS
publication on longleaf pine regeneration
at edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR064.

Benefits of longleaf pine

More landowners, foresters, and natural
resource professionals now recognize
the many benefits that longleaf has to
offer. These include higher resistance to
damaging insects and diseases; the biodi-
versity and aesthetics of a well-managed
longleaf pine ecosystem; superior quality
of longleaf solid wood products; and
premium prices for pine straw.

The “Fire Pine”

Longleaf is especially attractive to those
who want to integrate prescribed fire
into their forest management. This spe-
cies is adapted to fire, especially in its
early “grass stage.” This is a huge benefit
in managing for quail and/or natural

regeneration because longleaf can be
prescribed burned at a very young age
without killing it.

Premium pine straw

Another factor driving the popularity of
longleaf pine is the premium price its
straw brings in the mulch marketplace.
Longleaf pine straw commonly com-
mands a much higher price and more
consistent demand than other pine spe-
cies. It is preferred by pine straw rakers
and balers as the length and durability
of longleaf needles are a good fit for
harvesting. It is also the preferred pine
straw for many professional landscapers
because of its aesthetic qualities and
durability.

Adapted to a variety of sites

Thirty years ago, foresters generally
planted longleaf only on those sites that
were too dry and sandy for any other
species. Longleaf is very well adapted
to those sites because of its long tap
root that allows it to thrive in droughty
conditions. However, changes to the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in

the late 1990s and the creation of other
cost share programs that favored longleaf
pine, coupled with the regeneration
improvements mentioned above, moved
the species onto higher quality sites such
as cultivated fields, resulting in improved
growth rates.

Attention to detail

Planting and managing longleaf pine
does present some challenges. There

is no doubt that establishing longleaf
requires more attention, care, and
diligence than planting other pine spe-
cies and usually at a higher cost. And

its management is not “cookie cutter”
forestry. But foresters in general are now
more experienced and knowledgeable in
the establishment and management of
this species. A knowledgeable forester
can help you manage your existing long-
leaf pine forest or establish a new one
successfully.

For more information on the Association
of Consulting Foresters, please visit
www.acf-foresters.org.

FLORIDA LAND STEWARD - FALL/WINTER 2025 3


https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR064
https://www.acf-foresters.org

Sign up Oopen for the
southern Pine Beetle

Fields & Forests Program

By Heather Kingery, American Forest Foundation

i

Assistance and
Prevention Program

The Southern Pine Beetle (SPB)
Assistance and Prevention Program is
offered to eligible non-industrial pri-
vate forest landowners by the Florida
Forest Service (FFS) through temporary
grants from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service.

The program offers partial cost reim-
bursement or incentive payments for
forest management practices that can
improve the health of pine stands and
decrease their likelihood of developing
southern pine beetle infestations. These
practices include thinning, prescribed
burning, other vegetative competition
control, and use of less-susceptible pine
species. Apply by November 14, 2025.

Get more details and an application at
the FFS SPB Assistance and Prevention
Program web page at www.fdacs.gov/
Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/
Programs-for-Landowners/Southern-
Pine-Beetle-Assistance-and-Preven-

tion-Program.

Find your FFS County Forester at
www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/
Our-Forests/Florida-Forest-
Service-Office-Locations/

County-Foresters.

PREVENT

Southem Pine Beetle
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Farmers, cattleman, and other landown-
ers across the Southeast are taking
advantage of a new, low-maintenance
opportunity: planting loblolly pine trees
on inactive cropland and pastureland,
adding timber production to their
revenue streams.

Loblolly pine is a fast-growing species
with high timber value, ecological
benefits, and it provides habitat for game
and non-game species alike. This pine
provides a low-maintenance revenue
stream that is easily managed now and
by future generations.

Fields & Forests is actively partnering
with landowners in Florida, Georgia,
Alabama, and South Carolina with 30
or more acres of open land who are
seeking to diversify their operations.
There are no upfront costs, no change
in landownership, no impact on your
land rights, and no sharing of timber
revenue—just expert support and
guaranteed payments.

Whether you are new to forest manage-
ment or a seasoned forest owner, the
Fields & Forests program will walk you
through the process of enrollment, cover
all costs and operations for establishing
your loblolly pine tree seedlings (a $600/
acre value), and provide you with a Forest
Management Plan to guide thinning,
harvesting, and other management
activities.

Above and beyond the value of establish-
ing your loblolly pine forest and the
revenue you earn from thinning and
harvesting; the Fields & Forests Program
guarantees an annual payment for your
commitment to this 30-year program.

Landowners who verify their eligibil-

ity and receive an enrollment offer by
January 31%, 2026, will receive a $250
thank you gift to show our apprecia-

tion for your interest. To learn more or
to check your eligibility, please visit
familyforestcarbon.org/fieldsandforests
or call (229) 231-3818.
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Tall Timbers and Florida Wildlife corridor Foundation collaborate on a
conservation corridor in the Florida Big Bend Region

A collaboration between Tall
Timbers and the Florida Wildlife
Corridor Foundation aims to
sustain natural and rural working
lands across Big Bend region and
the state.

A collaboration between Tall
Timbers and the Florida Wildlife
Corridor Foundation aims to
sustain natural and rural working
lands across Big Bend region and
the state. This effort will connect
landowners in this region with
technical support and funding to
enhance stewardship practices
such as prescribed fire, wildlife
habitat management, tree planting
and forest stand improvement.

The Big Bend Wildlife Cor-

ridor includes Leon, Jefferson,
Madison, Gadsden, Wakulla, Lib-
erty, Franklin, Taylor, Jackson,
Calhoun, and Gulf counties. Pri-
vate landowners in this region are
encouraged to learn more about
the Big Bend Wildlife Corridor
and connect with the resources
available to help with land stew-
ardship in the years to come.

To learn more and express inter-
est in being engaged with these
efforts, see talltimbers.org/
wildlife-corridor or contact all
Tall Timbers at (850) 893-4153.

Don't miss out on news and events!

A LOT happens between quarterly issues of this newsletter!

Sign up for the regular Florida Land Steward email updates so you don’t miss out on
assistance and educational opportunities. Send an email to cdemers@ufl.edu to be added to
the listserv. Email updates are sent once a week or every other week and include the latest
calendar of workshops, tours, webinars, and other events; a link to the current issue of this
quarterly newsletter; updates on cost-share and other assistance programs, opportunities,
and resources; and other stewardship related news and information.

All the latest news and events are online at the new UF/IFAS Florida Land Steward Program
web site: programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward.

Enroll in the Online Forest Landowner Academy

» v

FOREST
LANDOWNER
ACADEMY

Are you new to forestry and land man-
agement? Have you recently purchased
or inherited land and wondering what to
do next? Hard to fit travel for tours and
workshops in your busy schedule? Need
a course in a self-paced format that you

can take on your own time? The Forest
Landowner Academy is for you!

Seven course modules cover a variety

of topics on understanding your forest
resources, developing your management
plan, timber management, marketing
forest products, other forest enterprises
such as pine straw and hunting leases,
wildlife management, and planning for
the future.

The course is self-paced. Each module
includes pre-recorded content from the
field or virtual classroom, supplemental

reading material, and an assessment
where you can apply what you’ve learned
to your land or situation. The cost of

the course is $150 and those completing
the course will earn a University of
Florida Certificate. For more information
and to enroll in the Forest Landowner
Academy visit the course page at
ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.instructure.com/

courses/for-fla.

For more information, contact
Chris Demers at cdemers@ufl.edu,
(352) 846-2375 or Dr. Michael Andreu at

mandreu@ufl.edu.
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TIMBER PRICE UPDATE

6

The timber price information below is useful for observing trends over time, but does not reflect current
conditions at a particular location. Landowners considering a timber sale are advised to solicit the services of a
consulting forester to obtain current local market conditions.

Average stumpage prices for the three major products in Florida, as reported in the 3" Quarter 2025 Timber
Mart-South report were:

Florida Stumpage Prices

Pine pulpwood: $10/ton, \ 274 Qtr. 2025
Pine C-N-S: $24/ton, v

Pine sawtimber: $31/ton, same

Trend Reponrt

South-wide timber markets were generally weaker in the 3rd Quarter and average stumpage prices for the three
major products reflected that trend in Florida. Average pine pulpwood prices hit their lowest level since the 3rd
Quarter of 2002. Prospects for pulpwood markets across the Florida Panhandle remain tempered as Georgia Pacif-
ic’s containerboard mill in Cedar Springs, GA closed permanently on August 1. Despite the current timber market
trends, there are other opportunities for forest landowners to generate some income from their land. Pine straw
markets remain strong, especially for longleaf pine, and we are seeing some new carbon market opportunities
arise in this region. These are just a couple examples, touched on in this issue of the newsletter, and we’ll keep
exploring and sharing opportunities in our communications. Our regular Florida Land Steward email updates

are a good way to stay current on the latest news, events, and opportunities. Drop a line to cdemers@ufl.edu to
subscribe. This is a free service.

Average Pine Stumpage Prices for Florida ($/Ton)
15t Qtr 2015 through 3™ Qtr 2025
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Year (beginning first quarter 2015)

Timber Mart-South is compiled and produced at the Center for Forest Business, Warnell School of Forest Resources,
University of Georgia, under contract with the Frank W. Norris Foundation, a non-profit corporation serving the forest
products industry. See www.tmart-south.com for information on subscriptions.
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CONGRATULATIONS
CERTIFIED LANDOWNERS

More information about
certification in these

programs is available at:

www.fdacs.gov/
Forest-Wildfire/
For-Landowners/

Programs-for-
Landowners/Forest-

Stewardship-Program

www.treefarmsystem.

org/florida

myfwc.com/lap

These landowners have achieved certification in the Tree Farm, Forest Stewardship, and/or Wildlife
Habitat Recognition Programs and demonstrate excellent stewardship of their land resources.

| FAMILY |

Adam Parden and Koby Sprague
representing SW Escambia County
Sportsplex Demonstration Stewardship ~ Alan and Joy Miller, Santa Rosa County David Hubert and Marion Bailey with
Forest, Escambia County Cathy Hardin (FFS), Escambia County

George “Tab” Taber IV (R) with Tristian David Poole (L) with Jacob Earnest Christian Batts, Santa Rosa County
Ross (FFS), Baker County (FFS), Suwannee County

STEWARDSHIP | %
FOREST ' |}

Larry Perrin (R) with Megan Ellis (FWC),  Marsha and Rich Hardin, Walton County ~ Rusty DePratter (L) with Jacob Earnest
Madison County (FFS), Suwannee County
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Upcoming Events

Date

Event, Location, Contact

Nowv. 12

Florida Tree Farm Tour at Boyles Tree Farm, 2025 Jon Gould Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year. 8:30 a.m. ET at Camp Weed Cerveny &
Conference Center in Live Oak, FL. Join us to meet Joe Boyles of Boyles Tree Farm, our 2025 Jon Gould Outstanding Florida Tree Farmer of the Year,
witness a 3-generation Tree Farm legacy, and learn about sustainable forestry, pine straw production, longleaf pine regeneration and management,
Best Management Practices to protect water quality, and more. See tree-farm-tour-2025-11-12.eventbrite.com for details and registration.

Nowv.
12-14

Groundcover Restoration & Enhancement Workshop 2025. UF Stern Learning Center at Austin Cary Forest Campus. This event brings together
working professionals to collaborate on current topics and research related to groundcover restoration and enhancement in Florida. The goal is to
foster collaborative dialogue on current issues and emerging topics. See tinyurl.com/2z3wdywd for details and registration.

Nowv. 19

Neighborhood Nature Clinic. 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. ET at UF/IFAS North Florida Research and Education Center - Quincy, 155 Research Rd,

Quincy, FL 32351. Talk to several experts from UF/IFAS, Florida Forest Service, and more. Topics include southern pine beetle and other forest
health concerns, tracking hurricane damage and recovery, wildlife management, and more. Bring all your plant and pest problems to the panel of
professionals. See tinyurl.com/neighborhood-nature-clinic2025 for details and registration. For more information contact Alexander Gurney, (850) 681-5896
or Alexander.Gurney@fdacs.gov.

Nov. 22

Lake Wales Ridge State Forest Family Fun Day. 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. ET at McLean Cabin, School Bus Road, Frostproof, FL. Activities include
guided nature hikes, touch-a-truck, nature crafts, McLean Cabin history tour, photo with Smokey Bear, and an early opportunity to purchase a
cut-your-own sand pine Christmas tree or $10 (cash only, bring your own hand saw). Call (863) 589-0545 for more details.

Dec. 8-13

Northwest FL Prescribed Burn Association Learn to Burn Day, Escambia County. This will take place on the first available burn day from Dec.
8-13, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm CT at N. Pine Barren Rd, FL. Attendees will experience this day-long “start to finish” prescribed burn. Up to 20 participants
will be accepted, assigned to crews, observe, ask questions, and gain experience with ignition and holding techniques. Lunch will be provided and
sponsored by Farm Credit of NW Florida. Boots, leather gloves and cotton clothing must be worn and if preferred eye protection (i.e. sunglasses,
etc.). See tinyurl.com/463dsyaz for details and registration.

More events, webinars, webinar recordings, news, and information can be found at programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward

The Florida Land Steward Newsletter is joint project of the UF/IFAS Extension, Florida Forest Service, Florida Fish & Wildlife
Conservation Commission, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Florida Tree Farm Program:

Chris Demers (editor) Dr. Michael Andreu (co-editor) Will Liner (co-editor)
UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and Florida Forest Service
Geomatics Sciences Geomatics Sciences (850) 545-6194 » William.Liner@FDACS.gov
(352) 846-2375 » cdemers@ufl.edu (352) 846-0355 » mandreu@ufl.edu .
John Nash (co-editor)
Chad Allison (co-editor) Tony Grossman (co-editor) Florida Tree Farmer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission osceolapines@gmail.com

(352) 749-2447 « chad_allison@fws.gov (850) 410-5268 » Anthony.Grossman@myfwc.com
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