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Congratulations Young Family Farm: 2026 
Florida Land Steward of the Year
By Cory Young and Chris Demers

This year we recognize the owners and 
managers of Young Family Farm as 
our 2026 Florida Land Stewards of the 
Year. Young Family Farm is located in 
southwestern Putnam County and jointly 
owned by Cory, Robert, and Devony 
Young. The siblings inherited the land 
from their parents, Robert and Almeda 
Young, who purchased the property 
in 1958. At the time of purchase, the 
property was wooded and used primarily 
for grazing cattle. Soon after buying the 
property, they cleared the existing trees 
on part of the land and planted pine 
trees. This initial planting was all done 
by hand by their parents with a little 
help from the three very young children. 
Later, in 1985, Cory acquired two smaller 
adjacent parcels that, combined with the 
original 70-acre parcel, total 85 acres.

Finding assistance and initiating 
planning and management

Cory began managing the planted pine 
tree stands when he was in high school 
by initiating the first harvest. That 

experience introduced him to many 
people and organizations involved in 
forestry. One of these people was Ned 
Neenan, who was the Putnam County 
Forester at that time. Ned introduced 
Cory to the American Tree Farm System 
and prepared the first forest manage-
ment plan for the property in 1988. The 
plan was updated by Kurt Stoughton, 
then Putnam County Forester in 2008. 
The plan was recently updated in 2024 
by Brian Cobble, Regional Cooperative 
Assistance Coordinator for the Florida 
Forest Service; Blake Josephson, Putnam 
County Forester; and Jason Ballard with 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission Landowner Assistance 
Program. Cory has been a member of 
the American Tree Farm System for over 
25 years.

(Left) Brothers Robert and Cory Young with their signs earned through many years of exemplary land 
stewardship. Photo by Chris Demers. (Right) Robert Young holding Cory as a child on a tractor. Photo 
provided courtesy of Cory Young.

Prescribed fire and the Prescribed 
Burn Association

Over the years Cory utilized cost-share 
programs to help pay for site prep and 

Continued on next page
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plantings. Recently the USDA Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) provided financial cost-share 
assistance for prescribed fire, brush 
management, thinning, and firebreak 
improvements. In 2021, Cory joined 
the North Florida Prescribed Burn As-
sociation (NFPBA) and was introduced 
to many people knowledgeable in 
prescribed fire and land management 
for improved wildlife habitat as well as 
forestry. This was also about the time that 
he retired, and he was able to focus more 
time on land stewardship with the help of 
the Association. Since joining the NFPBA, 
Cory has participated in many prescribed 
burns and has completed the Florida For-
est Service training to become a Certified 
Prescribed Burn Manager. Learn more 
about the NFPBA at northfloridapba.org.

Current forest conditions

As a result of the planning efforts and 
active management, much of the prop-
erty has been restored to upland sandhill 
habitat well suited to longleaf pine and 
associated sandhill plant communities. 
Approximately 33 acres of the property 
contains mature planted longleaf pine. 
The remaining portions of the property 
are natural, undisturbed mixed forest of 
oaks, pines, and palmetto. The property 
includes parts of two ponds along the 
west side, a blackwater creek adjacent 
hardwood swamp on the north side 
that is a tributary to Cabbage Creek, 
and a small ephemeral pond near the 
south part of the property. The sandhill 
uplands and associated ponds are aquifer 
recharge areas.

(Left) Prescribed burning is an important land management tool at the farm. Photo by Stephanie Castellano. (Right) Ephemeral pond. Photo by Chris Demers.

Native wildlife and vegetation

Wildlife species either observed on the 
property or known to reside in the area 
include coyote, white-tailed deer, turkey, 
black bear, sandhill crane, various 
songbirds, hawks, owls, woodpeckers, 
a variety of snakes, gopher tortoise, fox 
squirrel, otter, fox, and bobcat. Aquatic 
and amphibian species are typical of 
those known to occur in regional ponds 
and creeks. Plant species primarily 
include longleaf pine (planted and 
natural), loblolly pine, turkey oak, sand 
live oak, saw palmetto, and many other 
species common to sandhill and lowland 
creek areas.

Habitat restoration

Restoring the native grasses, forbs, and 
shrubs in the planted pine stands is a 
priority to create a more sustainable and 
natural, upland longleaf pine ecosystem, 
improving wildlife habitat and the condi-
tion of these stands. Prescribed burns in 
previously undisturbed, natural stands 
of longleaf pine have released patches 
of wiregrass that were hiding under 
pine straw and vegetation. Practices 
such as prescribed fire and mechanical 
and chemical brush management are 
used to encourage the release, growth, 
and spread of wiregrass and other fire-
adapted plants on the property. Cory 
has created a network of firebreaks that 
makes it possible to provide a mosaic 
of ground cover conditions by burning 
individual units in different years, as 
burning smaller units is easier to plan for 
and manage.

Challenges and opportunities

Challenges in owning and managing the 
land include having the time and energy 
to do everything the family wants to do. 
This is where belonging to the NFPBA 
is a tremendous benefit. Association 
members help one another manage their 
land. Restoring native ground cover is 
very challenging because of cost and 
availability of seed and grass plugs given 
the huge demand for both.

Young Family Farm is centrally located 
within the Florida Wildlife Corridor, a 
statewide network of contiguous wild 
and working lands that are crucial to the 
survival of many of Florida’s imperiled 
animals and plants. In order protect the 
property's forest and conservation value 
and permanently prevent the land from 
being developed, Cory is currently in the 
process of putting the property under a 
conservation easement. He sees this as 
essential to carry forward the steward-
ship of the property and neighboring 
lands. Cory has come a long way from 
when he initially dismissed the idea. It 
can be difficult to come around to the 
idea of a conservation easement when 
you are deeply rooted in the idea that 
this is your land and you want to remain 
100% in control. We all need to work 
together toward the management and 
conservation of this property and other 
lands into the future and a conservation 
easement helps support that. Cory has 
successfully introduced the conserva-
tion easement idea to his siblings, and 
their children are now excited about 
continuing the stewardship of the 
property.

Congratulations Young Family Farm: 2026 Florida Land Steward of the Year…continued from previous page

https://www.northfloridapba.org
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Congratulations Zach Butler: Southern Regional Tree Farm Inspector 
of 2026

Zach Butler being recognized with the Florida 
Forestry Association’s “Above and Beyond 
Award” for his work with landowners’ following 
Hurricane Idalia’s impact on Florida in 2023. 
Left to right are Avery Roberts, Florida Forestry 
Association President; Wilton Simpson, Florida 
Commissioner of Agriculture; Zach Butler, 
Madison County Forester; & Rick Dolan, Florida 
Forest Service Director.

The Florida Tree Farm Program is very 
proud to announce that Zach Butler, 
Florida Forest Service’s Madison county 
forester, is recognized as the 2026 
Southern Regional Tree Farm Inspector 

of the Year for his dedicated service to 
Florida Tree Farmers and going above 
and beyond the call of duty to assist 
forest landowners impacted by three 
Hurricanes.

Hurricane Idalia hit Florida in September 
of 2023 as a Category 3 storm with 125 
mph+ winds, ripping through several 
Florida counties, including Madison, 
in the Big Bend region of the state. The 
storm damaged or destroyed hundreds 
of thousands of acres of timberland. In 
the months that followed, Zach was inun-
dated with forest landowner requests for 
advice about forest management and any 
assistance that was available to help with 
the clean-up and recovery effort. Just 11 
months later, in August of 2024, Florida’s 
Big Bend was struck again by Hurricane 
Debby as a Category 1 storm, with winds 
and flooding affecting eastern Madison 
County. Then just 6 weeks later, as the 
region was only beginning to try and re-
cover, Hurricane Helene came ashore as 
a Category 4 storm and pounded through 

the most heavily timbered area of west-
ern Madison County. Three Hurricanes 
hit Zach’s work area within a 13-month 
timeframe.

In the months that followed, and in 
addition to assisting landowners, Zach 
assessed storm damaged timber and 
assisted the State of Florida in developing 
detailed reports. Zach was a true public 
servant, working on 483 landowner 
requests, and prepared management 
plans and cost-share applications for 
over 40,000 acres of forested land. He also 
assisted, with the same dedication and 
positive attitude, in other impacted coun-
ties. His service to forest landowners in 
their recovery from these storms has 
continued over the last couple of years.

Zach, congratulations on this award and 
thank you for all your hard work and 
going above and beyond to help Florida 
landowners in their recovery from three 
hurricanes!

Congratulations Greg Staten: Glen Harris Florida Tree Farm Inspector 
of 2025

The Florida Tree 
Farm Program is also 
proud to announce 
that Greg Staten, 
Florida Forest Service 
county forester serv-
ing Hamilton County, 
is recognized as the 

2025 Glen Harris Florida Tree Farm In-
spector of the Year for his long-standing 
and dedicated service to Florida Tree 

Farmers in his region. Greg started being 
involved with the American Tree Farm 
System in 1985 when he served as an area 
forester with Champion International 
Corporation in Baker County, FL. He con-
tinued his service as a Tree Farm inspec-
tor when he was hired as county forester 
with the Florida Forest Service in 2008.

Greg shares that the most enjoyable and 
rewarding part about being a Tree Farm 

inspector is getting to work with a variety 
of landowners. The most challenging 
part of the job is property access when 
attempting to inspect properties for 
landowners who reside away from their 
property.

Congratulations and thank you Greg for 
your many years of service to Florida 
Tree Farmers!

Don’t miss out on news and events!
A LOT happens between quarterly issues of this newsletter!
Sign up for the regular Florida Land Steward email updates so you don’t miss out on 
assistance and educational opportunities. Send an email to cdemers@ufl.edu to be added to 
the listserv. Email updates are sent once a week or every other week and include the latest 
calendar of workshops, tours, webinars, and other events; a link to the current issue of this 
quarterly newsletter; updates on cost-share and other assistance programs, opportunities, 
and resources; and other stewardship related news and information.
All the latest news and events are online at the UF/IFAS Florida Land Steward Program 
web site: programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward.

mailto:cdemers%40ufl.edu?subject=
https://programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward/
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Tax Tips for Forest Landowners for the 2025 Tax Year
By Dr. Tamara Cushing, UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences

In July, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
(OBBBA) was passed. The good news 
is that none of the forestry specific 
tax provisions were changed. I’m 
going to share some highlights but 
for a complete breakdown of the 
changes, visit irs.gov/newsroom/
one-big-beautiful-bill-provisions. 
I encourage you to seek qualified, 
professional help as needed.

General changes

The OBBBA made permanent the elimina-
tion of personal exemptions and the 
increased standard deduction. Here are 
some key numbers:

• Standard Deduction (2025): $15,750 
(Single); $31,500 (Married Filing 
Jointly)

• Gift Exclusion (2025): $19,000 (same 
for 2026)

• Estate Tax Exclusion (2025): $13.99 
million ($15 million for 2026)

New deductions

For taxpayers over 65 for tax years 
2025–2028, a $6,000 deduction is avail-
able. This deduction phases out above 
certain income levels.

Another new deduction is for the 
purchase of a new vehicle in which the 
loan originated after December 31, 2024. 
The vehicle must be for personal use, 

have a gross vehicle weight below 14,000 
pounds, and have final assembly in the 
United States. The deduction is for up to 
$10,000 in interest (phase out applies).

Casualty losses

The OBBBA made permanent limitations 
to personal casualty losses. Losses are 
only deductible if they are in a declared 
disaster area which includes both federal 
and state declared disasters effective 
with the 2026 tax year. There was no 
change to the rules for business or invest-
ment casualty losses.

Miscellaneous itemized deductions

The OBBBA repealed miscellaneous item-
ized deductions except for certain educa-
tor expenses. This is problematic for 
investors as this is where management 
expenses would be deducted. With the 
elimination of that deduction, it is now 
necessary to capitalize those expenses to 
be deducted against a future sale.

State and Local Tax Deduction (SALT)

The OBBBA placed a temporary increase 
of $40,000 on the deduction effective 2026 
(phase down applies). This limitation 
and phase down increase each year until 
reverting to $10,000 for 2030. The deduc-
tion is only useful in years in which the 
itemized deductions exceed the standard 

deduction. Forest landowners may elect 
to capitalize property taxes in years when 
there is no income.

Bonus depreciation

Bonus depreciation allows the taxpayer 
to deduct 100% depreciation in the year 
that new property is put into service. The 
OBBBA permanently restores the 100% 
bonus depreciation for property acquired 
and placed in service after January 19, 
2025. Property placed in service prior to 
that will adhere to the previous rules.

Section 179

Business taxpayers may immediately 
deduct the cost of qualifying depreciable 
property (think large equipment or 
trucks) up to $2.5 million through section 
179. There is a phaseout when total sec-
tion 179 property exceeds $4 million.

The OBBB contains many changes to the 
federal income tax system. I present 
some of the changes that are clear at this 
time. It is also expected that there will 
be additional changes which we can only 
hope will be advantageous to forest land-
owners. For more information, please 
see Tax Tips for Forest Landowners: 2025 
Tax Year (FS-1275) available online at 
research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/80000. 
Happy filing.

Apply Now for Financial Assistance from the Florida Forest Service’s 
RESTORE Landowner Incentive Program
Apply by March 27, 2026

RESTORE is an acronym referring to the 
Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, 
Tourist Opportunities and Revived 
Economies of the Gulf Coast States Act 
of 2012. The objective of the RESTORE 
Landowner Incentive Program is to 
increase the acreage of healthy pine 
ecosystems in Florida by helping forest 
landowners to establish and/or maintain 
forest ecosystems, which improves water 

resources and forest health. The program 
offers incentive payments for tree 
establishment practices (site preparation, 
seedling purchase, and planting) and tim-
ber stand improvement (TSI) practices 
(first pulpwood thinning, underbrush 
treatment, and prescribed burning).

The RESTORE program will be ac-
cepting applications through March 
27, 2026. To initiate the application 
process, the landowner, or an authorized 

representative of the landowner, must 
contact the Florida Forest Service (FFS) 
County Forester assigned to the county 
where the property is located. Find 
more information about the RESTORE 
Landowner Assistance Program and how 
to apply here: fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/
For-Landowners/Grants/Enhancing-
Gulf-Waters-Through-Forested-Water-
shed-Restoration-RESTORE-Landowner-
Incentive-Program-2025

https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/80000
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/one-big-beautiful-bill-provisions
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Grants/Enhancing-Gulf-Waters-Through-Forested-Watershed-Restoration-RESTORE-Landowner-Incentive-Program-2025
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Apply Now for Financial Assistance from the Florida Forest Service’s 
Future Forests Program
Apply by March 27, 2026

Florida's Future Forests Program is 
designed to help increase the acreage of 
healthy forests in Florida by assisting 
Florida landowners with establishing 
and/or maintaining forest stands. The 
program offers landowners cost-share 

payments for site preparation, seedling 
purchase, and planting.

The 2026 program will be accepting 
applications through March 27, 2026. To 
initiate the application process, the land-
owner, or an authorized representative of 
the landowner, must contact the Florida 

Forest Service (FFS) County Forester 
assigned to the county where the prop-
erty is located. Find more information 
about the Future Forests Program and 
how to apply here. fdacs.gov/Forest-
Wildfire/For-Landowners/Grants/
Florida-s-Future-Forests-Program.

New Forest Health Module Announced in the Online Forest 
Landowner Academy!
Are you new to forestry and land man-
agement? Have you recently purchased 
or inherited land and wondering what to 
do next? Hard to fit travel for tours and 
workshops in your busy schedule? Need 
a course in a self-paced format that you 
can take on your own time? The Forest 
Landowner Academy is for you!

Eight course modules cover a variety 
of topics on understanding your forest 
resources, developing your management 
plan, timber management, marketing 
forest products, other forest enterprises 

such as pine straw and hunting leases, 
wildlife management, planning for the 
future, and a new module on forest 
health. The new Forest Health Module 
includes presentations and materials 
on important insects and diseases that 
affect southern pines. Those who are cur-
rently enrolled in the Forest Landowner 
Academy will have access to the new 
module when it is launched.

The course is self-paced. Each module 
includes pre-recorded content from the 
field or virtual classroom, supplemental 

reading material, and an assessment 
where you can apply what you’ve learned 
to your land or situation. The cost of the 
course is $150 and those completing the 
course will earn a University of Florida 
Certificate. For more information and to 
enroll in the Forest Landowner Academy 
visit the course page at ifas-sfrc-for.cata-
log.instructure.com/courses/for-fla.

For more information, contact Chris Demers 
at cdemers@ufl.edu, (352) 846-2375 or 
Dr. Michael Andreu at mandreu@ufl.edu.

The Funga Soil and Carbon Program
By Joey Webber, Funga

Florida forest landowners have an op-
portunity to improve forest performance 
and health, and contribute to the next 
frontier of southern pine manage-
ment—starting with a simple soil sample. 
Southern pine management often 
involves manipulating a part of the forest 
system to improve the growth of trees. 
If nitrogen is low we can apply fertilizer. 
If trees are getting crowded we can thin. 
Proven silvicultural practices can make 
managed timberland more productive 
and valuable.

In wild ecosystems, trees grow alongside 
diverse communities of soil fungi, form-
ing mutually beneficial relationships 
with them. Tree roots provide what these 
fungi need to survive, and the fungi help 
trees access the water and nutrients they 
need to survive. When trees are removed 
or soil is disturbed, fungal communi-
ties decline. When fungi are lost, trees 
underperform. Today, modern science 
allows us to observe these underground 
ecosystems, identify when they are 

struggling, and take steps to restore 
them—improving plant growth and resil-
ience aboveground.

Funga is a company working in this soil 
biota frontier. By analyzing DNA from 
thousands of soil samples across the 
South, Funga can identify which native 
fungi drive growth in the southern 
pine region. With this comprehensive 
understanding of which soil fungi create 
positive outcomes (and where), Funga 
can “prescribe” region-specific fungal 
communities and reintroduce them to 
timberland at the time of replanting. 
These new stands get a fresh start with a 
healthy microbiome, which will support 
growth and bolster resilience from day 
one.

Funga offers two ways for Florida 
landowners to get involved in this new 
era of stewardship:

• Soil Sampling Program: If you 
have planted loblolly or longleaf 
pine stands, you can contribute a 

soil sample from these stands and 
provide critical information needed 
to understand the condition of your 
property and develop high-impact 
soil enhancement solutions for your 
land and the broader southern pine 
sector. Participation is free and can 
lead to long-term partnerships and 
potential monetary incentives. Fill 
out our Soil Sampling interest form at 
funga.earth/soils.

• Southern Pine Carbon Program: 
If you are planting 100+ acres of 
loblolly pine, you may qualify for 
our carbon program. Partner land-
owners receive free native fungal 
inoculations, seedling discounts, and 
annual carbon payments—all while 
retaining full rights to their timber 
and autonomy over management 
plans. Enrollment for the 2026/27 
program opened Jan. 27th. Learn more 
about the Funga carbon program at 
funga.earth/landowners.

mailto:cdemers%40ufl.edu?subject=
mailto:mandreu%40ufl.edu?subject=
http://funga.earth/soils
https://www.funga.earth/landowners
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Grants/Florida-s-Future-Forests-Program
https://ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.instructure.com/courses/for-fla
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Timber Price Update

TIMBER PRICE UPDATE
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The timber price information below is useful for observing trends over time, but does not reflect current 
conditions at a particular location. Landowners considering a timber sale are advised to solicit the services of a 
consulting forester to obtain current local market conditions.

Average stumpage prices for the three major products in Florida, as reported in the 4th Quarter 2025 Timber 
Mart-South report were:

Florida Stumpage Prices

Pine pulpwood: $9/ton, ↓ 3rd Qtr. 2025

Pine C-N-S: $22/ton, ↓

Pine sawtimber: $29/ton, ↓

Trend Report
Timber markets in the Southeast were generally weaker in the last quarter of 2025 and average stumpage prices 
for the three major products reflected that trend in Florida. In the fall-winter 2025 issue of the Florida Land 
Steward, Dr. Tamara Cushing shared an update on the European Union Deforestation Regulation and its uncer-
tain status. In mid-December the European bodies made the decision to delay implementation another year 
(December 2026). Additionally, the European Commission must review the regulation for simplification by end 
of this April. The hope in the U.S. is that the simplified regulation will reduce the burden on countries at low-risk 
of deforestation such as the U.S. We will continue to keep you updated on this issue. Our regular Florida Land 
Steward email updates are a good way to stay current on the latest news, events, and opportunities.  Drop a line to 
cdemers@ufl.edu to subscribe. This is a free service.

Average Pine Stumpage Prices for Florida ($/Ton) 
1st Qtr 2015 through 4th Qtr 2025
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Timber Mart-South is compiled and produced at the Center for Forest Business, Warnell School of Forest Resources, 
University of Georgia, under contract with the Frank W. Norris Foundation, a non-profit corporation serving the forest 
products industry. See tmart-south.com for information on subscriptions.

mailto:cdemers%40ufl.edu?subject=
https://timbermart-south.com/
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Certified landowners

CONGRATULATIONS
CERTIFIED LANDOWNERS

More information about 
certification in these 
programs is available at:

fdacs.gov/
Forest-Wildfire/
For-Landowners/
Programs-for-
Landowners/Forest-
Stewardship-Program

treefarmsystem.org/
florida

myfwc.com/lap

These landowners have achieved certification in the Tree Farm, Forest Stewardship, and/or Wildlife 
Habitat Recognition Programs and demonstrate excellent stewardship of their land resources.

Christian Batts, Santa Rosa County Cory Young, Putnam County Franklin Richardson (L) with Tristan Ross 
(FFS), Baker County

George Butler, Putnam County Jeff Poole (L) with Jacob Earnest (FFS), 
Suwannee County

Joe McCurdy, Santa Rosa County

Judy and Philip Smith, Hamilton County Kelley Smith (R) with Jesse Frazier (FFS), 
Putnam County

Troy Register, Columbia County

https://myfwc.com/conservation/special-initiatives/lap/?redirect=lap
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-Program
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/florida
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Upcoming Events
Date Event, Location, Contact

Feb 18–19 2026 Pine Rockland Fire Science Workshop. 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. ET at UF/IFAS Extension Miami-Dade County, 18710 Southwest 288th Street, 
Homestead, FL 33030. Provided by Southern Fire Exchange. The inaugural Pine Rockland Fire Science Workshop will connect fire managers with 
the latest science. Topics will include reintroduction of fire in long-unburned systems, smoke management in the wildland-urban interface, and the 
science of public communication. For details and registration see tinyurl.com/mr3rdnf6.

Feb. 21 2026 North Florida Outdoor Expo. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. EST at Cuscowilla Nature and Retreat Center, 210 Southeast 134 Avenue, Micanopy, FL 
32667. UF/IFAS Extension presents the North Florida Outdoor Expo, a family fun event for outdoor enthusiasts including hunters, fishermen, hikers, 
campers, water recreation, and anything in between. Details and registration are at tinyurl.com/3deyv3x6.

Feb. 28 Landowner Opportunities & Resources Workshop, Taylor County. 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. ET at UF/IFAS Extension Taylor County Office, 203 Forest 
Park Drive, Perry, FL 32348. Join us to learn about the many tools, programs, and opportunities available to protect, enhance, and sustain lands. 
Topics include cost share programs, conservation easements, wildlife management, and strategies to protect & preserve agricultural and forest 
lands. Details and registration are at tinyurl.com/yc89fx3t.

March 
1–3

2026 Southeastern Society of American Foresters Annual Meeting. Hilton University of Florida Conference Center Gainesville, 1714 Southwest 
34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32607. The theme of this year’s meeting is “Silviculture Today: Addressing New Markets with New Techniques.” This is a 
unique opportunity to connect with forestry professionals, explore innovative approaches to silviculture, and discover how new markets are shap- 
ing the future of our field. 9.5 SAF CFEs are approved. Details and registration are at tinyurl.com/4x29bneh.

March 7 West Florida Fire & Nature Festival. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. CST at University of West Florida, 11000 University Pkwy, Pensacola, FL 32514. This FREE, 
family-friendly event will help kids and adults learn how prescribed fire helps protect forests, wildlife, and communities. Join us for prescribed 
burn demonstrations, fire engines, UTVs, equipment displays, guided nature hikes and live animals, free face painting, games, scavenger hunt, tree 
giveaway, native plants for sale, appearances by Burner Bob the Bobwhite Quail, food trucks, and music. Details are at longleafalliance.org/event/
west-florida-fire-nature-festival.

March 26 2026 Florida Land Steward of the Year Tour at Young Family Farm, Putnam County. Plan to join us at Young Family Farm to meet Cory 
Young, 2026 Florida Land Steward of the Year, and learn about taking on upland pine habitat restoration. Topics will include prescribed fire, 
longleaf pine management, groundcover restoration and establishment, wildlife habitat management, and more. Details and registration are at 
fls-tour-2026-03-26.eventbrite.com.

More events, webinars, webinar recordings, news, and information can be found at programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward
The Florida Land Steward Newsletter is joint project of the UF/IFAS Extension, Florida Forest Service, Florida Fish & Wildlife 

Conservation Commission, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Florida Tree Farm Program:

Chris Demers (editor) 
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