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Expanding Opportunities for Native Seed on 
Florida Lands
By Ali Rieman, Florida Wildflower Foundation

Across Florida, landowners are restoring 
native groundcover, improving wildlife 
habitat and actively managing their land 
for long-term sustainability. Alongside 
this work, new opportunities are 
emerging to connect these stewardship 
efforts with a growing statewide initiative 
focused on native seed.

The Florida Native Seed Partnership is 
a coordinated effort to strengthen native 
seed production, expand collaboration 
and support landowners, producers 
and practitioners working to restore 
Florida’s landscapes. Since launching 
in November 2025, the Partnership has 
brought together universities, agencies, 
nonprofit organizations, seed producers, 
industry leaders and landowners to grow 
Florida’s native seed industry and build 
a more connected and resilient network 
across the state. Dr. Gage LaPierre and 
Associate Professor Michael Andreu 

from the UF School of Forest Fisheries 
and Geomatics Sciences both serve as 
founding members of the Partnership 
Steering Committee.

This effort builds on more than two 
decades of investment in research, 
grower support and partnership 
development led by the Florida 
Wildflower Foundation.

A partnership approach

The Partnership is focused on 
aligning supply and demand while 
supporting those already doing the 
work on the ground. Current efforts 
include developing training programs, 
identifying priority species, supporting 
research and exploring pathways to 
expand sustainable seed collection and 
production.

Danny Rohan (Alachua Conservation Trust) demonstrating a hand held seed harvester at Florida Native 
Seed Partnership’s kick-off meeting in 2025. Photo by Florida Wildflower Foundation.

Continued on next page
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Four active working groups are helping 
move this work forward, with a focus 
on research, market development, seed 
production, education and wildland seed 
harvesting. These groups are identifying 
practical solutions and opportunities 
where landowners can engage based on 
their interests and experience.

Participation is open to individuals 
with experience in land management, 
agriculture, restoration or related fields. 
Landowner perspectives are especially 
valuable as this work continues to 
take shape.

Opportunities for landowners

There are several ways landowners can 
connect with and benefit from this effort:

1.	 Wildland seed collection: 
Landowners with native plant 
communities may be candidates 
for sustainable seed collection. 
The Partnership is working to 
develop guidance, training and 
potential contracting approaches to 
support responsible harvest while 
maintaining ecological integrity.

2.	 Groundcover restoration: 
Many landowners are already 
implementing practices such 
as prescribed fire, thinning and 
invasive species management to 
restore native groundcover. These 
efforts improve habitat and land 
health and contribute to future seed 
availability across the state.

3.	 Native seed production: For those 
with agricultural experience, 
native seed production is an 
emerging opportunity. Ongoing 
work is helping to identify priority 
species, evaluate production 
needs, and better understand 
market opportunities for growers 
interested in diversifying their 
operations.

Building on existing stewardship

Many of the practices that support native 
seed — prescribed fire, site preparation 
and long-term land management 
— are already familiar to Florida 
landowners. The Partnership builds on 
this foundation by creating additional 

pathways to connect stewardship with 
economic and restoration opportunities.

As this work continues, expanding 
participation from private landowners 
will be key to strengthening Florida’s 
native seed network and ensuring 
long-term success.

Learn more
Landowners interested in learning 
more, sharing input or exploring 
opportunities to participate are 
encouraged to connect with the 
Florida Native Seed Partnership.

Contact Ali Rieman, Florida Native 
Seed Partnership Coordinator, 
ARieman@FlaWildflowers.org

The Humble Gopher Apple
By Megan Ellis and Ally Drake, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

When traversing most dry, sandy natural 
areas throughout Florida, the average 
observer of this playfully nondescript 
plant may experience a phenomenon 
akin to that of “Go-Away-Green” paint 
colors designed to trick the eye into 
overlooking structural features. The pale 
green to lime green oak-like leaves of 
the humble gopher apple trail along the 
ground betwixt bunchgrasses and basal 
rosettes of flowering plants, camouflaged 
by a mosaic of vegetation that frequently 
tower over its less than 2ft form.

Upon closer inspection, one finds the 
woody stems that proffer the leathery, 
oblong ≤4in leaves are not connected to 
each other above ground. In fact, gopher 
apple is a geoxyle, or a plant with a 
deep and woody root system sometimes 
referred to as an “underground tree,” 
which spreads and forms colonies using 
underground rhizomes. This modest yet 

extensive growth habit helps the plant 
stabilize dry, sandy soil and recover 
quickly following fire. Its drought and 
salt tolerance allow it to grow in sandhill, 
scrub, scrubby flatwoods, coastal dunes 
and pine rocklands across Florida.

Its near ubiquitous presence throughout 
dry, sandy landscapes in Florida may be 
attributed to its long history in the state, 
but to explore this, we must take a long 
trip back in time:

34 million years ago at the start of the 
Oligocene Epoch, shallow reefs teeming 
with life slowly rise from beneath the 
ocean as global temperatures cool, 
causing polar ice caps to trap great 
quantities of water. Over the next 11 
million years, sea levels will drop more 
than 300 ft and the increasingly exposed 
carbonate rocks formed from the 
shells and skeletons of marine life will 

experience erosion and weathering in a 
process known as “karstification,” which 
will create the sinkholes, springs, caves 
and aquifer that we recognize today.

Simultaneously, the ancestors of 
gopher apple and other members of the 
Chrysobalanaceae family migrate across 
oceans via wind, water and the stomachs 
of animals from tropical regions of the 
Old World. The plants that arrive in the 
Americas and their descendants will 
become known as the Neotropical clade 
of the Chrysobalanaceae family.

One migration event from Africa 
followed by rapid diversification around 
28 million years ago most likely gave 
rise to the Neotropical clade, including 
the genus Geobalanus to which gopher 
apple, Geobalanus oblongifolius, belongs. 
Geobalanus diverged prior to other 
genera in the Neotropical clade, likely 
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between 28 and 23 million years ago in 
the late Oligocene. It is at this time that 
our humble gopher apple likely provided 
food for Florida’s first land-dwelling 
animals, including early tortoises. Near 
Gainesville, paleontologists have found 
fossils of miniature horses, camels, bear 
dogs, frogs, and tortoises from the late 
Oligocene.

Gopher apple (Geobalanus oblongifolius). Photo by Emily Bell, Florida Wildflower Foundation.

Today, gopher apple is one of only two 
plants in the Chrysobalanaceae family 
in Florida. The other is cocoplum 
(Chrysobalanus icaca). Gopher apple is the 
only Geobalanus in Florida that we know 
of. Its leaves and fruit are highly valuable 
forage for gopher tortoises and the 
flowers attract a plethora of pollinators. 
While it may exist in our periphery as 

we enjoy Florida’s natural areas, it has 
endured the test of time and continues to 
quietly thrive, growing forests beneath 
our feet.
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Introducing the new Highlands Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
By Karen Rice, Archbold Biological Station

A new chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society has started in Highlands County, 
FL! This chapter is open to anyone who is 
interested in learning about native plants 
through monthly lectures and field trips. 
It does not matter if you are just starting 
out learning about native plants or are 
a seasoned professional. The purpose of 
the group is to form a community to be 
a champion of native plants in the rare, 

imperiled habitat scrub of Highlands 
County. Anyone interested in learning 
more should email highlands@fnps.
org and look for their social media 
@highlandsfnps on Instagram and 
Facebook (Highlands Chapter of the 
Florida Native Plant Society). Find a 
chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society near you at www.fnps.org/
chapters#.
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Florida Block Grant Disaster Relief Program Now Open for Applications
Florida’s agricultural producers 
have faced significant losses due to 
recent hurricanes including damage 
to structures, crops, and long-term 
productive assets. A new block grant 
program, developed by the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (FDACS) in partnership with the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
will provide financial support to help 
producers rebuild, restore operations, 
and return to full production.

If your operation experienced 
damage or loss during the 2023 or 
2024 hurricane seasons, you may be 

eligible for assistance. Learn more 
and check your eligibility at the 
FDACS Florida Block Grant web site at 
blockgrant.fdacs.gov/en-US. Applications 
will be accepted until August 25, 2026.

Rural Land Management and Conservation Efforts Deliver Benefits Far 
Beyond Property Lines
By Susan Koehler, Alachua Conservation Trust and Cory Lancaster, Stetson University

The Surface to Springs Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP) was a five-year collaborative 
assistance and cost-share program 
funded by the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
delivered by the Alachua Conservation 
Trust (ACT). The goal of the project 
was to encourage farmers and forest 
landowners to conserve and protect 
water, soil, and wildlife habitat through 
both conservation easements and a 
variety of land management practices, 
including prescribed burning, planting 
cover crops, and habitat restoration.

An assessment and summary of 
the outcomes of this program was 
conducted and recently released by 
Stetson University’s Institute for Water 
and Environmental Resilience (IWER). 
Based on this assessment, the project 
demonstrated innovative approaches for 
water and land conservation in direct 
partnership with rural landowners.

The Surface to Springs RCPP distributed a 
combined total of $777,828 to 21 farmers 
for practices that protect and restore 
wildlife habitat and water resources. 
These practices were implemented on 
7,170 acres throughout parts of Alachua, 
Bradford, Columbia, Gilchrist, Hamilton, 
Lafayette, Levy, Madison, Suwannee and 
Union counties. Conservation easements 
established as a part of the RCPP are 
permanently protecting 3,261 acres of 
land in the project area.

“The farmers and the landowners are the 
heroes here,” said Tom Kay, Executive 
Director of Alachua Conservation Trust. 
“They are truly driving this boots-on-the-
ground conservation work forward, and 
everyone wins. Even people who live in 
more urban settings of the project region 
benefit from more abundant drinking 
water and cleaner springs.”

For more information and a video 
about the impacts of the Surface 

to Springs RCPP, visit www.
alachuaconservationtrust.org/s2s.

Landowners interested in Surface 
to Springs may contact ACT at 
info@alachuaconservationtrust.org or at 
(352) 373-1078.

The Surface to Springs Program provided 
funding for land management practices like 
prescribed burning. Photo by Chris Demers, 
UF/IFAS.

Don’t miss out on news and events!
A LOT happens between quarterly issues of this newsletter!
Sign up for the regular Florida Land Steward email updates so you don’t miss out on 
assistance and educational opportunities. Send an email to cdemers@ufl.edu to be added to 
the listserv. Email updates are sent once a week or every other week and include the latest 
calendar of workshops, tours, webinars, and other events; a link to the current issue of this 
quarterly newsletter; updates on cost-share and other assistance programs, opportunities, 
and resources; and other stewardship related news and information.
All the latest news and events are online at the UF/IFAS Florida Land Steward Program 
web site: programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward.
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University of Florida Invasive Plant Tiered Training Program
By Ben Gancarz-Davies, University of Florida IFAS

A team of invasive species faculty and 
staff (Drs. Andreu, Carney, Enloe, Tharp, 
Young & M. Mauldin, R. O’connor) at 
University of Florida developed a series 
of online courses in invasive plant 
management for the state of Florida. The 
program aims to help standardize the 
education of invasive plant management 
practices, so people involved in public 
and private management sectors have a 
more unified knowledge base.

The “tiered training” approach 
allows students to start and continue 
their educational journey based on 
their needs. The four courses under 
development target students at varied 
professional learning levels:

1.	 Volunteer/Crew Trainee: For 
brand-new crew members or 
new volunteers needing basic 
training (little to no experience in 
conservation or herbicide use).

2.	 Crew Member: For crew members 
who need a solid understanding of 
herbicide use and safety but are not 
primarily responsible for project 
decision-making.

3.	 Crew Lead: For crew leads who 
need increased knowledge 
of pesticides and safety, 
advanced species identification, 
short-term planning skills, and 
decision-making skills in the 
industry.

4.	 Invasive Manager: For higher-level 
program managers who need 
long-term planning skills, basic 
ecological knowledge, budget 
management, public speaking, and 
leadership skills.

The Volunteer/Crew Trainee course went 
live in January and has since enrolled 
over 500 students throughout Florida. 

The course has received positive feedback 
from both individuals and organizations 
throughout Florida. Enroll in the FREE 
course here: ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.
instructure.com/courses/invasive-plant-
tiered-training---volunteercrew-trainee.

The crew member tier is in the final 
stages of development and will include 
optional but encouraged in-person 
offerings. The in-person offerings will 
be held at several locations throughout 
Florida, so stay tuned for information 
on a course near you. The final two tiers 
(Crew Lead and Invasive Manager) of 
the tiered training program are on the 
horizon, with curriculum development 
having already begun for the Crew 
Lead tier.

For more information contact Ben 
Gancarz-Davies, Invasives Content Editor, 
UF/IFAS, bgancarzdavies@ufl.edu

The Invasive Species Tiered Training course 
provides standardized education of invasive 
plant management practices, so people 
involved in public and private management 
sectors have a more unified knowledge base.

New Forest Health Module Released in the Online Forest 
Landowner Academy!

Are you new to forestry and land 
management? Have you recently 
purchased or inherited land and 
wondering what to do next? Hard to 
fit travel for tours and workshops in 
your busy schedule? Need a course in a 
self-paced format that you can take on 
your own time? The Forest Landowner 
Academy is for you!

Eight course modules cover a variety 
of topics on understanding your forest 
resources, developing your management 
plan, timber management, marketing 
forest products, other forest enterprises 
such as pine straw and hunting leases, 
wildlife management, planning for the 
future, and a new module on forest 
health. The new Forest Health Module 
includes presentations and materials on 
important insects and diseases that affect 
southern pines. Those who are currently 
enrolled in the Forest Landowner 
Academy have full access to the new 
module.

The course is self-paced. Each module 
includes pre-recorded content from the 
field or virtual classroom, supplemental 

reading material, and an assessment 
where you can apply what you’ve learned 
to your land or situation. The cost of the 
course is $150 and those completing the 
course will earn a University of Florida 
Certificate. For more information and to 
enroll in the Forest Landowner Academy 
visit the course page at ifas-sfrc-for.
catalog.instructure.com/courses/for-fla.

For more information, contact 
Chris Demers at cdemers@ufl.edu, 
(352) 846-2375 or Dr. Michael Andreu at 
mandreu@ufl.edu.

https://ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.instructure.com/courses/invasive-plant-tiered-training---volunteercrew
https://ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.instructure.com/courses/invasive-plant-tiered-training---volunteercrew
https://ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.instructure.com/courses/invasive-plant-tiered-training---volunteercrew
mailto:bgancarzdavies%40ufl.edu?subject=
https://ifas-sfrc-for.catalog.instructure.com/courses/for-fla
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TIMBER PRICE UPDATE
The timber price information below is useful for observing trends over time but does not reflect current 
conditions at a particular location. Landowners considering a timber sale are advised to solicit the services of a 
consulting forester to obtain current local market conditions.

Average stumpage prices for the three major products in Florida, as reported in the 1st Quarter 2026 Timber 
Mart-South report were:

Florida Stumpage Prices

Pine pulpwood: $9/ton, same as 4th Qtr. 2025

Pine C-N-S: $22/ton, same

Pine sawtimber: $29/ton, same

Trend and Market Report
Timber markets in the Southeast remained flat or weakened in the first quarter of 2026. Average stumpage prices 
for the three major products in Florida were the same as those of last quarter. Persisting dry weather has kept 
wood supply above demand over much of the region and as has been the case for some time, markets for some 
products are simply not present in some areas. On the upside, market indicators for solid wood products, such as 
housing starts and improvement expenditures, improved in the first quarter. As has been noted, Florida’s timber 
market is in a transitional phase, and we are keeping an eye on developments to the extent possible. Membership 
in your state’s forestry association is good way to keep up with industry changes and developments. Our regular 
Florida Land Steward email updates will help you stay current on the latest news, assistance, events, and 
opportunities. Drop a line to cdemers@ufl.edu to subscribe. This is a free service.

Average Pine Stumpage Prices for Florida ($/Ton)  
1st Qtr 2016 through 1st Qtr 2026
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Timber Mart-South is compiled and produced at the Center for Forest Business, Warnell School of Forest Resources, 
University of Georgia, under contract with the Frank W. Norris Foundation, a non-profit corporation serving the forest 
products industry. See tmart-south.com for information on subscriptions.

mailto:cdemers%40ufl.edu?subject=
http://www.tmart-south.com/
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CONGRATULATIONS
CERTIFIED LANDOWNERS

More information about 
certification in these 
programs is available at:

fdacs.gov/
Forest-Wildfire/
For-Landowners/
Programs-for-
Landowners/Forest-
Stewardship-Program

treefarmsystem.org/
florida

myfwc.com/lap

These landowners have achieved certification in the Tree Farm, Forest Stewardship, and/or Wildlife 
Habitat Recognition Programs and demonstrate excellent stewardship of their land resources.

Christian Bush (R) with Tristan Ross (FFS), 
Baker County

Fred Pitts (L) with daughter Samantha Pitts and 
Brent Dixon (FFS), Alachua and Marion Counties

George Prescott (R) with Tristan Ross (FFS), 
Baker County

Tab Taber (R) with Tristan Ross (FFS), Baker County

https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-Program
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-Program
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-Program
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-Program
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-Program
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/For-Landowners/Programs-for-Landowners/Forest-Stewardship-Program
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/florida
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/florida
https://myfwc.com/conservation/special-initiatives/lap/?redirect=lap
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Upcoming Events
Date Event, Location, Contact

May 6 Landowner Assistance Expo (LAX), Highlands County. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. ET at Bert J. Harris Agricultural Center, 4509 George Blvd., Sebring, FL 
33875. Landowners are invited to join us for information and opportunities to keep their land working and in the family for generations to come. 
Learn about conservation easements, cost-share programs, payment for ecosystem services, and other tools that can help protect your land, all 
while supporting your operation. Free event. See www.cfrpc.org/event-details-registration/2026-highlands-landowner-assistance-expo-2 for details 
and registration.

May 8 Northwest Florida Prescribed Burn Association Landowner Tour, Leon County. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. ET, location to be shared with registrants. Tall 
Timbers, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and the Northwest Florida Prescribed Burn Association invite you to join us in 
touring a property to learn what needs to be done to reintroduce prescribed fire. Free event, lunch included. See tinyurl.com/8zrdy3uz for details 
and registration.

May 9 North Florida Prescribed Burn Association (NFPBA) General Meeting. 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. ET at the UF Austin Cary Forest Campus Stern 
Learning Center, 10625 NE Waldo Rd., Gainesville, FL. Networking at 8:30 a.m., meeting starts at 9:00 a.m. The meeting is open to NFPBA members 
and anyone interested in learning about prescribed burning. For more information contact nfpba2017@gmail.com.

May 28, 
June 2

Landowner Opportunities & Resources Workshop for Livestock and Crop Operations, Columbia County. 5 to 8 p.m. ET each night at Mason City 
Community Center, 11110 US 441, Lake City, FL. UF/IFAS Extension Columbia County, Florida Land Stewardship Program, and the Florida Fish & 
Wildlife Conservation Commission are hosting a workshop to introduce landowners to opportunities and resources that can help with different 
operations. From livestock, crops, and timber to wildlife habitat and conservation; you may find something you need! Attend one night or both. 
More information will be shared in Florida Land Steward email updates. Email cdemers@ufl.edu to subscribe.

More events, webinars, webinar recordings, news, and information can be found at programs.ifas.ufl.edu/florida-land-steward
The Florida Land Steward Newsletter is joint project of the UF/IFAS Extension, Florida Forest Service, Florida Fish & Wildlife  

Conservation Commission, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Florida Tree Farm Program:

Chris Demers (editor)
UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and 
Geomatics Sciences
(352) 846-2375 • cdemers@ufl.edu

Dr. Michael Andreu (co-editor)
UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and 
Geomatics Sciences
(352) 846-0355 • mandreu@ufl.edu

Tedd Darnell (co-editor)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(772) 268-0810 • theodore_darnell@fws.gov

Tony Grossman (co-editor)
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
(850) 410-5268 • Anthony.Grossman@myfwc.com

Will Liner (co-editor)
 Florida Forest Service
(850) 545-6194 • William.Liner@FDACS.gov

John Nash (co-editor)
Florida Tree Farmer
osceolapines@gmail.com
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