
What Educators Say 

[I] really like learning about these STEM activities by 

doing them. I plan to use this in my kindergarten class 
for a hands on science activity about habitats.  
– Preservice Teacher 
 

The hands on aspect of actually doing the activities 
and lessons so that I could gain a better understanding 
or how to implement in the classroom. It was great and 
the facilitator is FABULOUS!  – Northboro Elementary School 

Teacher 
 

I can get 6-8 graders excited about environmental 
issues! – Middle School Teacher 
 

The greatest value of the workshop was our facilitator 
modeled and provided us with a wonderful resource 
for science topics and ways to integrate it with other 
curricular activities…she showed us how engaging 
(the activities) are. – Pelican Island Elementary School Teacher 
 

The greatest value of the workshop was how to 
develop interactive standard based activities that 
students will enjoy.  –  Brevard County Teacher 
 

The greatest workshop value was the variety of 
activities and the flexibility to use outdoors for a 

learning experience.  – Dade County Elementary School Teacher 

Impacts 

1,059,445 YOUTH REACHED with PLT’s award-

winning environmental education curriculum. 

732 INDIVIDUALS TRAINED to use Project Learning 

Tree curriculum with their audiences.  

52 WORKSHOPS CONDUCTED to provide hands-on 

experience to educators and receive PLT curriculum. 

Highlights 

 Sixty-two educators attended the Florida PLT  

advanced professional development training “Your 

Urban Forest: Discover What’s Inside” at the  

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, November 2-4, 

2018. 
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 PLT launched a new           

unit, ”Teaching with i-Tree.” 

This unit includes 3 hands-on 

activities that help middle 

and high school students 

discover and analyze the 

many ecosystem services 

that trees provide.   
 

 PLT won the prestigious 2019 Teachers' Choice 

Award . This award recognized PLT's Energy in 

Ecosystems curriculum for grades 3-5. PLT was 

selected by a nationwide panel of teacher-judges 

who review materials that teachers need for their 

classroom.  

“Your Urban Forest: Discover What’s Inside” participants.  

Photo by  Gina Stoney, Mad Men Marketing. 

Florida Project Learning Tree 

2018 Summary 



Carrie Allen | Joe Anderson | Mary Bahr | Donna Barton | Greg Barton | Erica Baxter | Marcia Bisnett | Ludie Bond | Marcia Booth | Tess Busch  

Dan Cervenka | Gerry Cervenka | Louise Chapman | Cindy Clairy | Arthur Clothier | Rebecca Collins | Greta Combs | Erin Corry 

Rachael Cravens | Lindsey Crews | Vicki Crisp | Dolly Cummings | Kim Davis | Sydelle Dombrowsky | Brian Elkins | Donna Foley 

Veronica Frehm | Jamie Gilkison | Tom Gilpin | Anne Henderson | Kay Henry | Craig Iversen | Irene Johannesen| Rebecca Jordi | Betty Kelley 

Rosalyn Kilcollins | Thea Knott | Andrea Lazzari | Meg Lieth | Craig Littauer | Becki Lucas  | Joe MacKenzie | MaryBeth MacKenzie  

Monica MacKenzie | Lindsay Mathisen | Tanya McKay | Mark Miller | David Moody | Stephanie Moore | Dawn Perez | Kim Platt | Kristen Poppell 

Royanne Reusch | Stan Rosenthal | Nancy Sartin | Janet Schnauss | Al Stenstrup | Jane Storm | Rebecca Strunks | Betsy Sullivan 

Dana Sussmann | Audrey Swindall | Valerie Thomas | Alicia Torres | Eileen Tramontana | Danielle Vande Zande | Chris Verlinde | Deb Wagner 

Cheyenne Whitetree  | Fred Wiechmann | Jane Wilson | Annaleasa Winter | Jade Yuen 

Thank You Volunteers! 

Steering Committee 
 

Robert Raze, Jr., Chair (St. Petersburg College) | Lori Nicholson, Vice Chair (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service)  

Antoinette “Tonee” Davis, Secretary (National Forests in Florida) | Lara Milligan, Parliamentarian (UF/IFAS Extension Pinellas County) 

Jessica Ireland, Treasurer (Florida PLT) | Barbara Boler (The Langdale Company) | Kirsten Brazier (Crawfordville Elementary School) 

Elise Cassie (Florida PLT) | Ben Cazell (Rayonier Inc.) | Ann Duff (WestRock) | Patricia “P.J” Duncan (Florida Department of Education)  

Susan Flak (Solid Waste Disposal District, Indian River County) | Karen Johnson (Shields Middle School) 

Jamie Pitts (Packaging Corporation of America) | Randy Raczkowski (Weyerhaeuser) | Daniel Stevens, Jr. (Florida Forest Service)  

Robin Will (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service)  

 Florida Project Learning Tree 

UF/IFAS School of Forest Resources and Conservation 

Jessica Ireland, Coordinator, Florida PLT 

Elise Cassie, Assistant Coordinator, Florida PLT 

P.O. Box 110410  

Gainesville, FL 32611 

jjtireland@ufl.edu  | ecassie@ufl.edu 

352-846-0848 

sfrc.ufl.edu/plt 

Project Learning Tree® is the  

environmental education program of 

the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® 

and sponsored in Florida by the 

University of Florida, Institute of Food 

and Agricultural Sciences, School of 

Forest Resources and Conservation. 

 

 

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

Kirsten Brazier, First Grade Teacher, Crawfordville Elementary School 
 

FACILITATOR OF THE YEAR 
Susan Flak, Recycling Education and Marketing Coordinator,  

Solid Waste Disposal District, Indian River County 
 

PARTNER OF THE YEAR 
Phillip Allen 

 

BILL KLEINHANS SPIRIT OF FLORIDA PLT AWARD 
Elise Cassie, Assistant Coordinator, Florida PLT 

 

2018 NATIONAL PLT LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATION AWARD 
Robin Will, Supervisory Refuge Ranger, St. Marks National Wildlife  

Refuge, Florida PLT Steering Committee Chair 

From left: Robert Raze, Vice-Chair, Florida PLT Steering Committee; Sue Flak, 

Florida PLT 2018 Facilitator of the Year; Kirsten Brazier, Florida PLT 2018 

Educator of the Year; Elise Cassie, 2018 Bill Kleinhans Spirit of Florida PLT 

Award recipient; Kim Sartor, accepting the award for Phillip Allen, Florida PLT 

2018 Partner of the Year; and Robin Will, Chair, Florida PLT Steering Committee. 

Awards 

EMERALD LEAF ($10,000+) 
 Sustainable Forestry Initiative  

Florida-State Implementation  
Committee  

 Florida Forest Service 
 

GOLD LEAF ($2,500-$4,999) 
 Rayonier Inc. 

 Rayonier Advanced Materials  
 

SILVER LEAF ($1,000-$2,499)  
 Phil l ip Allen 

 Packaging Corporation of America  

 

BRONZE LEAF ($500-$999)   
 West Fraser 

 Farm Credit of Florida 

 Friends of Florida State Forests  

 Jacksonville Electric Authority  

 North Florida Woodlands, Inc.  

 TRM Woodlands, Inc. 

 WestRock  
 

FRIEND OF PLT ($100-$499) 
 Florida Urban Forestry Council 

 Mark & Cindy Miller 

 Dr. Wayne Smith & Ms. Mitzi Austin 

 Drs. Tim White & Mary Duryea 

 Florida Tree Farm Program 

 Hyatt Survey Services, Inc.  

 National PLT, SFI, Inc. 

 Shield Properties  

 Southeastern Wood Producers  

 Wetland Preserve LLLP 

 David Norton 
 

 
Thank you for your support of Florida PLT. 

Every dollar donated helps us provide high-quality 

professional development to educators and 

supports getting youth outdoors in nature in ways 

that inspire them to become environmental stewards 

and future forest leaders. 

Thank You Sponsors! 


