
Florida PLT
Annual Summary 2023

Message from 
the Coordinator
As we wrap up 2023 and reflect on the 

past year, I am grateful to be part of the University 
of Florida School of Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics 
Sciences, and Florida PLT. After more 25 years as a PLT 
Facilitator, I feel privileged to coordinate the Florida PLT 
program and to work alongside a wonderful Steering 
Committee, facilitators, educators, and colleagues.

In the year ahead, I look forward to working with 
you as we bring forest and environmental education 
and professional development experiences to more 
educators, and ultimately Florida’s youth. Thank you!

Elise Cassie
Coordinator, Florida PLT

Thank You to Our 2023 
Sponsors & Friends of PLT!

Emerald Leaf ($10,000+)
Florida-State Implementation 

Committee, SFI

Platinum Leaf ($5,000–$9,999)
Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund

Gold Leaf ($2,500–$4,999)
Rayonier, Inc. Community Fund

West Fraser, Inc.

Silver Leaf ($1,000–$2,499)
Mr. Phillip Allen

The Langdale Company
Wetland Preserve LLLP — 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben & Louann 

Williams
The Packaging Corporation 

of America

Bronze Leaf ($500–$999)
TRM Woodlands, Inc

The Florida Forestry Association
Dr. Wayne Smith

Friends of PLT
Shield Properties, Inc.

Kestrel Ecological Services, LLC
Whitehurst Cattle Co.

Ms. Ann Duff
Ms. Karen Johnson

Ms. Lynee Stephenson
Mr. Douglas Long

Dr. Red Baker
Mr. Benjamin Lorber

500+
Educators 

Trained

7
University & School 

Collaborations

30+
Trainings 

Throughout Florida

By the Numbers

1,000+
Facebook 
Followers

2,300+
Unique 

Website Users

7,000+
Website 

Pageviews



What Educators Said in 2023
“The greatest value of this PD training 
is it provided exciting, hands-on 
STEM activities to implement with my 
students.”

“What stood out to me about the Project 
Learning Tree experience was not only 
the activities we engaged in, but the 
materials we were able to take away.”

“I feel very confident in teaching serious 
issues to children in fun ways.”

2023 FL PLT Facilitator Retreat 
Climate, Careers, & 
Connections to Green Spaces
f 38 facilitators and potential facilitators attended
f Boardwalk hike, interpretive center, and animal sanctuary 

tours & early bird adventures with Nature’s Classroom staff
f “My Green Future” activity experience from the Explore 

Your Environment K-8 Activity Guide with Marney Richards
f “Stepping Through Climate Science” activity experience 

from the Southeastern Forests and Climate Change Guide 
with Janet Schnauss and Trini Johannesen

f “Community, Climate, and Urban Forests” presentation by 
Dr. Mysha Clarke, UF/SFFGS

f Product creation session and activity rotation featuring 
“Carbon on the Move” and “Field, Forest, and Stream”

Florida PLT Steering 
Committee

Lori Nicholson, Chair 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Marney Richards, Vice Chair 
Florida Wildlife Federation

Tonee Davis, Secretary 
USDA Forest Service

Ann Duff, Parliamentarian 
WestRock

Elise Cassie, Treasurer  
Florida PLT Coordinator 

University of Florida, School of Forest, 
Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences

Barbara Boler 
The Langdale Company

Tina Fleming 
Wakulla Education Center

Karen Johnson 
Nature’s Classroom, Hillsborough County 

Public Schools

Nancy Narvaez-Garcia 
Bureau of Standards & Instructional 

Support, Florida Department of Education

Jamie Pitts 
Packaging Corporation of America

Randy Raczkowski 
Weyerhaeuser Company

Janet Schnauss 
Duval County Public Schools

Dana Sussmann 
Florida Forest Service, Florida Department 

of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Tiffany Wilson 
Rayonier

Donations/ 
Sponsorships 

52%

University 
of Florida 

15%

Grants 

29%

Training 
Fees 

4%

Program 
Support

Educational 
Materials 

56%

Administrative 

12%

Program 
Support

Student 
Assistant 

15%
Travel 

11%
Program 
Support

Conference 

6%

Income Expenses

Florida Urban Forestry Council: 2023 FL PLT Partner of the Year
Emily Blum: 2023 FL PLT Facilitator of the Year
Katrina Roddenberry: 2023 FL PLT Educator of the Year
Robert Raze: 2023 Bill Kleinhans Spirit of Florida PLT

Scan the code 
to find out more 

about FL PLT’s programs!
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